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In SUPPORT of Senate Bill 468
An Act Concerning the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities.

Chairman Coleman, Chairman Tong, and distinguished members of the Judiciary
Committee, thank you for hearing SB 468. I am here to testify in support of SB 468, An
Act Concerning the Connnission on Human Rights and Opportunities.

My name is Cathy Osten and I represent the 19" Senate district, which includes the towns
of Columbia, Franklin, Hebron, Lebanon, Ledyald Lisbon, Marlborough, Montville,
Norwich, and Sprague.

I support the common sense changes proposed in this bill, particularly with respect to
Sec, 46-68¢ of the general statutes. Current law calls for certain contractors awarded
government contracts to submit affirmative action plans to CHRO for approval. A two
. percent retainage on the project funding is withheld pending CHRO approval. Often,
there is a long delay in approval of these contracts, sometimes notice of approval or
“disapproval is given well after a project has been completed by the contractor, resulting
in the necessity for resubmission of revised plans after the fact. This scenario is -
counterintuitive and costs small businesses as well as CHRO time and money.

Section 4 of Senate Bill 468 calls for a streamlining of this process so that CHRO will

have to approve, conditionally approve, or disapprove of an affirmative action plan with

90 days. I strongly support this measure. This minor change will result in a common
© sense timeline in awarding government contracts.

Existing law also states that approvals of affirmative action plans will be prima facie
proof of a contractor’s eligibility for two years. 1 would suggest considering making this
evidence of contimued eligibility even stronger.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 468. And I look
forward to working with the leadership and members of this committee on this bill’s

passage.




