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Good Morning Mr., Chairman and esteemed members of
the Judiciary Committee, my name is Mari Flicker and I
am from Fairfield, Connecticut. I am a volunteer child
advocate with Child Advocates of SW Connecticut. [ am
- here to support Bill No. 347 to establish a program for
volunteer court appointed special advocates. There is
no down side to your support of this Bill. There is no
cost to the State, Bill No. 347 does not request any
funding. Volunteer advocates are screened, extensively
trained and closely supervised as they represent the
best interests of children who have been abused or
neglected. We do this because we want to help these
children and give them hope for a better life.

As a court appointed volunteer advocate I unequivocally
support Bill No. 347. |

These children have suffered unimaginable emotional,
psychological and physical trauma. Many have spent




most of their young lives in the foster care system. They
do not trust, they do not know what it means to be
loved or how to love, and they have not learned what it
means to be a valued member of a family. They are
scarred and damaged survivors. These children
desperately need the support that Bill No. 347 provides.

As a volunteer advocate [ work closely with my child’s
DCF case worker, therapist, school social worker,
teachers and foster parents. [ am available to respond
to my child 24 /7 if necessary. Often times, I am the only
one available to respond to a call from the school. At
times, my child has told me that she thinks no one cares
about her or knows anything about her. My goal is to
consistently be the person that she knows cares about
her. I spend a lot of time researching, identifying and
connecting my child with community programs to
promote her interests, health, education and social
development. When she misses multiple days of school,
I contact her school to get her assignments.

[ attend her school planning meetings, | take her calls
and respond to her text messages. | have been the one
person around to celebrate her birthday with her the
past two years. | am a constant in her life, In the two
plus years that I have been her advocate she has been in
two different schools, over ten different foster homes
and [ have been with her through it all. We have
attended community enrichment events together and




visited colleges, | have arrangedfor volunteer tutoring
services.

We have frequent contact with each other even if it is
just a text to say good luck on your first day of school.

To sum up my relationship with my child, I mentor and
mother her a little. Ilisten to her, | encourage her, I try
to help her understand why she has to do certain things
or why she should do certain things. Ilet her know that
[ understand that it really stinks that she didn't get to
grow up with her family, but [ remind her that she has
so many people that care about her, know her potential
and want her to succeed. 1 want to give her hope that
she can create a better life for herself with all of the
support available to her.

As avolunteer advocate | spend anywhere from 10 to
30 or more hours a month on my case. lam nota
miracle worker; [ try my best to help my child in any
way that [ can. Success is often measured in small
victories. But if my child understands that I will be there
for her no matter what she does, good or bad, I consider
that a win.

[ urge the Committee to pass Bill No. 347 so that more
children can benefit from the support and guidance of a

volunteer court appointed special advocate.

Thank you.




