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My name is Allan Bowen, MADD CT Program Specialist for the Start Making A Right Turn (SMART)
Program. | would like to thank Co-Chairman Coleman, Co-Chairman Tong, and the rest of the
Judiciary committee for the opportunity to submit testimony and speak in support of House Bill No.
5629. | would like to encourage the Judiciary committee to act favorably on the proposed
legislation as | have been able to see the benefits of the program first hand, have engaged in
positive discussion and experienced how education can support positive choices.

The MADD SMART Teens and Parent Program is a regularly recommended diversionary program
for youth 16-21 years of age, along with parents whose teens are under the age of 18, who are
currently in the criminal justice system facing motor vehicle violations and crimes related to
underage drinking. It has had the support of Connecticut Geographical Area Courts and State’s
Attorneys, Probation and Juvenile Probation departments that have utilized this diversionary
program as a means to support the prevention of underage drinking and engagement in risky
behaviors.

MADD CT has been able to educate over 4,000 under 21-year old clients throughout Connecticut
that have various motor vehicle and underage drinking-related offenses. In 2015, over 1000 under
21-year old attendees and almost 300 parents were educated through this scientific and evidence-
based program,

[n addition to the educational component, MADD is able to offer the unique perspective from
victims and survivors of impaired driving ¢crashes and underage drinking incidences. During these
impactful moments of the program, the attendees are able to see and hear how their behaviors
and actions can create a ripple effect and impact on others. For the victims and survivors who
speak at the program, they are given the opportunity to share and keep their loved ones memories
alive and are able to share their personal experiences, which often assists with their healing
process.

Thank you again for the oppertunity to support HB 5629, and | look forward to your support in
providing education to our future leaders. Thank you.




