Dear Co-Chairs and members of the Higher Education and Employment Advancement Committee:

My name is Stefan Keller and I am the College Access Program Coordinator with Connecticut Students
for a Dream. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 147 AN ACT
ASSISTING STUDENTS WITHOUT LEGAL IMMIGRATION STATUS WITH THE COST OF COLLEGE.

In my role as the College Access Program Coordinator I go around the state talking to students and
educators about what is next in the life of an undocumented student after high school. This school year
alone [ have met with well over 150 educators and spoken to hundreds of students. When I meet with
students and educators [ explain that; fortunately, students can go to any college or university in
Connecticut if that can afford it. I then go on to talk to students and educators about institutional aid,
about how tuition dollars of undocumented students are going into a pool of money that they cannot
access. The feeling is unanimous in every room I have been in, that this is unfair and unjust.

Just last night I met with a student and his parents from West Haven who is looking into going to
Gateway. He and his parents were under the impression that he may be eligible for some aid due to
commercials they had seen on TV but sadly I had to inform them that such aid is only available to
citizen and permanent resident students. It was painful to see the energy change in the room viscerally
change to one filled with more hopelessness and anxiety from when I had entered. Of course, I told him
that we would work hard together to apply for private scholarships and use whatever resources we
had but we all know that none of that is guaranteed.

This is the reality that [ and many other educators I meet work in. Connecticut’s in-state tuition policy
has helped many undocumented students start their college journey but we have left out many of our
poorest and most marginalized students by not opening up access to institutional aid. Even receiving a
small amount of aid through this system would make college a reality for many more students.

The passage of SB 147 would be a move towards educational equality in our state, a move that I think
all of us can agree is extremely important. We are all well aware that Connecticut has one of the largest
opportunity gaps for low-income students, English language learners, and students of color. These are
all categories that many undocumented students fall under and this legislation is one way to start to
close that gap.

Attached to my testimony you will find an educator letter of support that we sent to high school and
college level educators around the state. 55 educators have already signed on in support and more
signatures are coming in every day.

In my role I am sometimes seen as the person who has solutions to all the challenges. However, this is
one hurdle that these students and I cannot jump over alone. I do not want to have to be in any more
rooms where I leave knowing that despite how hard undocumented students in our state have fought
to open access for some, doors are still closed for others. | know that the educators that have signed
this letter feel the same.

[ urge you to support SB 147 because it is step towards opening more of those doors. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Stefan Keller

Connecticut Students For a Dream, College Access Program Coordinator
166 Beacon Street #2, Hartford, CT 06105

Stefan@ct4adream.org



Educator Letter of Support: SB 147, An Act Assisting Students Without Legal Immigration

Status with the Cost of College
Dear Members of the Higher Education Committee and the Connecticut General Assembly:

We, educators across Connecticut at the middle school, high school, and college level, write to ask for
your support in granting undocumented immigrant students access to institutional financial aid at
Connecticut universities and colleges on the same terms and conditions as other Connecticut students.
We understand that the General Assembly is currently working on addressing this issue and we urge
you to consider legislation that will open up access to funding to as many students as possible and to
be more inclusive of the diverse undocumented community. We support legislation that takes vital
steps towards educational equality including opening access to institutional financial aid to
undocumented immigrant students, and creation of a mechanism that allows undocumented students
to get fair and equal access to this aid.

We work with these students on a daily basis and are frustrated and saddened to see our students lose
hope in attending college because of their ineligibility for all forms of federal and state need-based aid.
We know that many of our students have trouble paying for college, which is a huge problem, but our
undocumented students find it especially difficult without grants and loans from the federal or state
government.

As educators we support a proposal that would expand access to institutional financial aid to
undocumented immigrant students in CT. As an educator, you are supposed to be the one to provide
resources to your students and help them figure out a path once they graduate. However, for
undocumented students without access to this aid, the path is much more unclear and we struggle
along with students to try and figure out how to make college a reality. Unfortunately, sometime
because of this lack of hope in changes that support them, many students wind up not enrolling in
college or even worse, not finishing high school at all.

We see firsthand the difference that an education can make in a student’s life, and we consider it our
duty to expand higher education access for all Connecticut high school students. Extending
institutional financial aid to undocumented students is an investment in the future of Connecticut. We
know this because we have heard these students’ big hopes and dreams for their future, a future that
not only will benefit them but also our entire state. Further, expanding access to higher education will
increase state revenue, in the short term through tuition from new students and in the long term as the
higher incomes of these college graduates translate to increased taxes each year.

As educators we also share in the CT legislature’s goal of closing the achievement gap for and of
fostering progress among low-income students and English language learners. This cannot happen if
undocumented students, who are more likely to be low-income students of color and in English
language learner programs, do not have equal access to higher education.

We cannot afford to sit idly by and do nothing about the lack of access to higher education for our
students. Each year, hundreds of talented undocumented students graduate from our high schools
with hopes of college attendance. They cannot wait any longer; we must do what we can now to help
them achieve their dreams. These changes will not only help ensure a more prosperous Connecticut
economy, but also make a meaningful difference in the lives of many current and future students in
Connecticut.

We hope that the Connecticut General Assembly will address this urgent problem.

Sincerely,
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