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Connecticut Fund for the Environment (CFE) is a non-profit environmental organization with 

over 5,500 members statewide. The mission of CFE, and its bi-state program Save the Sound, is 

to protect and improve the land, air, and water of Connecticut and Long Island Sound. We use 

legal and scientific expertise and bring people together to achieve results that benefit our 

environment for current and future generations. 

 

Dear Senator Fonfara, Representative Berger, and members of the Finance, Revenue and 

Bonding Committee: 

 

Connecticut Fund for the Environment, and its bi-state program Save the Sound (CFE/Save the 

Sound) submits this testimony to highlight our concerns regarding certain reductions proposed in 

Governor’s Bill 11.  

 

In particular CFE/Save the Sound is deeply concerned by the reduction in authorizations for 

drinking water projects ($50M to $30M; section 19) and shoreline resiliency ($25M to $15M; 

section 146), and opposes the fifty-percent decrease in Green Infrastructure funding ($20M to 

$10M; section 148) and the near elimination of funding for the preservation of the Oswegatchie 

Hills ($2M to $200,000; section 30). 

 

Green Infrastructure: 

Connecticut has a staggering number of streams, rivers, lakes and harbors that do not meet the 

requirements of the Clean Water Act (“CWA”).  These impaired waters cause sick swimmers, 

unhealthy fish and wildlife, and decrease the quality of life for tax-payers.  To fix this, CT DEEP 
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and municipalities are required to limit stormwater pollution and restore the health of the state’s 

waters.  As illustrated by the map, waterbody impairment is tied to impervious surface areas that 

exceed ten-percent.  But Green Infrastructure (“GI”) can help. 

Green Infrastructure, a suite of an innovative 

stormwater control measures that mimic natural 

hydrological function, has helped urban and 

suburban municipalities country-wide curb both 

CSO events and stormwater pollution.  The U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency “has 

specifically recognized green infrastructure as a 

stormwater management approach that can be cost 

effective and environmentally preferable when 

used to support or replace grey infrastructure 

practices.”
1
  In fact, New York, Philadelphia, Syracuse, and Nashville are actively pairing cost-

effective green infrastructure with grey infrastructure implementation, and saving hundreds of 

millions of dollars.  “Incorporation of green infrastructure into city projects has not only 

provided direct stormwater management benefits, but also encouraged private developers and 

others within these cities to implement green infrastructure throughout their own development 

projects.”
2
  The $20M funding authorized through the original bond package would implement 

ready-to-go projects that not only combat stormwater pollution, but can reduce flooding and 

create more livable communities.  We respectfully request that the committee retain the original 

$20M authorization for Green Infrastructure. 

 

Oswegatchie Hills: 

The Oswegatchie Hills are 700 acres of fragile coastal forest on the East Lyme border of the 

Niantic River, an historic scallop shell-fishing estuary tucked between East Lyme and Waterford, 

CT.  The site is a popular hiking and passive recreation destination; the undeveloped Hills 

protect the Niantic River (CT DEEP has classified as impaired because of nitrogen and pollution 

runoff from non-point sources); and the wildlife population is robust. While much of the forest 

has been preserved, several groups have been fighting to save the last 236 acres (the northern end 

                                                 
1
 Hazen and Sawyer 2012. Green Infrastructure Feasibility Report p 6. 

2
 Id. 
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of the ridge and a mile of Niantic River shoreline).  Over the years this critical land has been 

threatened by multiple proposals to construct high density housing.  The current developer would 

like to take off top of ridge to build 840 units in 24 buildings on 36 acres of impervious surfaces, 

including over 1,700 parking spaces.  But there is a better solution: preserve the Hills as open 

space.  In order to achieve that goal, the $2M originally authorized is needed.   

Thank you for your time and consideration in these matters. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________ 

Leah Lopez Schmalz 
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