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Good afternoon, Senator Duff and Representative Janowski, Senator Kane,
Representative Buck-Taylor and distinguished members of the Executive and Legislative
Nominations Committee. My name is Susan Blair, and I am honored to appear before you
today as Governor Malloy’s nominee for reappointment to the Psychiatric Security Review
Board as a public member with substantial experience in victim advocacy. As the
committee members are aware, the Board has jurisdiction over individuals found not guilty
of a crime by reason of mental disease or defect. | have had the honor of serving in this
capacity since 1997 when the position of Victim Advocate was established.

1 am privileged to serve with five other Board members, each distinguished in their
fields, who determine the placement and level of supervision for each of the approximately
150 acquittees currently under the Board’s jurisdiction. The Board’s statutory mission to
protect the public, provides us with both the authority and responsibility in determining
whether acquittees pose a danger to themselves or others, while also ensuring that
acquittees receive the necessary treatment and support. Contrary to popular belief, the
insanity defense is a difficult defense to mount and less than one percent of criminal
defendants are ever successful. Given the small number of acquittees, Superior Court
commits to our jurisdiction each year, we are able to provide a high degree of supetvision
and oversight to this population.

While most of the individuals under the Board’s jurisdiction are confined to Connecticut
Valley Hospital, approximately 20% reside in the community. Having the benefit of
serving for so many years, I am well acquainted with the personal histories of many of our
acquittees and with the agencies and siaff who provide treaiment and supervision in the
hospital and outpatient settings. [ believe this experience serves me well in making the
difficult decisions we are asked to consider at every hearing,.

As the victim advocacy member, | strive to balance the needs of the acquittee with the
experience of the victim, bearing in mind our public safety mandate. | approach my
decision making process with the benefit of my educational background, having earned an
advanced degree in Counseling, and from my many years as a Psychotherapist and Social
Worker, working with adolescents and their families

[ remain proud of my public service to the Board and appreciate the opportunity to
address the committee today on my nomination for reappointment. [ would be happy to
answer any questions you may have.
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