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Good afternoon Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis, Senator Chapin, Representative Shaban and the 

distinguished members of the Environment Committee, my name is Mike Wallace and I am the 

president of the Connecticut Environmental Council (CTEC). I appreciate this opportunity to offer my 

comments in opposition to SB231. 

CTEC is a membership organization representing associations and professionals. Our membership 

includes the Connecticut Grounds Keepers Association, the Connecticut Tree Protective Association, the 

Connecticut Pest Control Association, the Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association, Connecticut 

Association of Golf Course Superintendents, Connecticut Nursery and Landscape Association, and 

Connecticut Tree Wardens Association. 

Our industry recognizes the vital role pollinators play in the plants we grow, and we support initiatives to 

promote better pollinator health. Unfortunately, as it’s currently written, proposed bill SB 231 jumps 

straight to a conclusion without clear data to support its claim.  

We recommend a task force review the issue thoroughly before legislation is passed.  SB231 as it is 

proposed is a mix of good intentions without the benefit of scientific and practical expertise. We urge 

you to change the makeup of the task force to include members with the ability to provide and present 

the best science available. Task force members must have the ability to comprehend the methodology 

of research, the scale of the research, who performed it and whether Good Laboratory Practices (GLP’s) 

were adhered to insure accuracy. Currently Raised Bill No. 231 proposes a task force made up of as 

many as ten members being appointed by legislators, who could be legislators, and only two from the  



scientific community and one from the regulatory agency. The task force would be much better 

served if a majority of the task force were scientist, regulators and practical experts in the 

knowledge of pollinator heath. The task force should include scientists and expertise that includes 

arborists, groundskeepers, pest control, horticulture and agriculture. 

 

Bee and pollinator health is a complex issue dating back to the 1800s. Research points to multiple 

factors affecting pollinators, including the Varroa mite, other pests and parasites, microbial 

diseases, bee management practices, habitat loss, and weather.   A task force of scientific and 

practical expertise must be utilized to better understand the intricacies of pollinator health prior to 

passing legislation.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. 

 

 
Michael Wallace, CAGS 
President 
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