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Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis and Members of the Environment Committee: 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to present testimony on behalf of the Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) 
regarding Raised House Bill No. 5585, An Act Establishing and Funding a State Parks Sustainability Account; Senate Bill 
No. 384, An Act Concerning the Application of the Bottle Bill to Wine and Liquor Bottles for Purposes of Funding State 
Parks; and Senate Bill No. 386, An Act Concerning the Fiscal Sustainability of State Parks (collectively referred to herein 
as “state park sustainability bills” or “bills”).  Thank you for raising these bills in support of our State Parks and other land 
used for conservation and recreational purposes.  CLCC supports these bills in concept. 
 
As the state’s umbrella organization for the land conservation community, the Connecticut Land Conservation Council 
(CLCC) works with the state’s land trusts (now numbering 137+), state conservation and advocacy organizations, 
government entities and landowners to increase the pace, quality, scale and permanency of land conservation in 
Connecticut while assuring the perpetual, high quality stewardship of conserved lands in the state.   
 
CLCC is committed to supporting the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) natural resources 
programs to ensure the proper stewardship, management and inventorying of state conservation lands.   We are 
therefore extremely concerned that the proposed 5.75% midterm cut to the already tight budget for State Parks would 
render the State Parks system unsustainable.     
 
In addition to providing the public with opportunities to recreate and enjoy our state’s natural resources, Connecticut 
State Parks are economic drivers.  They are investments worth protecting -- attracting 8 million annual visitors and 
generating over $1 billion and 9,000 jobs for the state each year.  For every $1 spent on the State Parks, over $38 is 
returned to Connecticut.   

 
CLCC supports the underlying intent of the state park sustainability bills to provide creative mechanisms to enable funds 
to be dedicated for the purpose of supporting our State Parks.   To that end, we would welcome the opportunity to 
assist in exploring the ideas proposed by the bills as well as suggestions set forth in the testimony of Eric Hammerling, 
Executive Director, Connecticut Forest & Park Association.  Finally, we agree that, irrespective of which new revenue-
generating program(s) is ultimately adopted, the efficacy of the program is dependent upon the establishment of an 
associated dedicated non-lapsing account where new funds would go to State Park operations and maintenance. 
 
On behalf of the Connecticut Land Conservation Council, I thank you for this opportunity to provide our comments.  We 
would be happy to answer any questions you may have and/or provide additional information about the wonderful 
conservation work undertaken every day by our state’s land trust community. 


