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Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis and Members of the Environment Committee: 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to present testimony on behalf of the Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) in 
support of Raised House Bill No. 5383, AAC the Farm Viability Matching Grant Program and the Connecticut FarmLink 
Program (HB 5383). 
 
As the state’s umbrella organization for the land conservation community, the Connecticut Land Conservation Council 
(CLCC) works with the state’s land trusts (now numbering 137+), state conservation and advocacy organizations, 
government entities and landowners to increase the pace, quality, scale and permanency of land conservation in 
Connecticut while assuring the perpetual, high quality stewardship of conserved lands in the state.  To that end, CLCC 
provides the state’s land trusts and members of the broader conservation community with critical services, including 
direct technical assistance and information on current and relevant conservation issues, and practical and affordable 
opportunities to improve organizational capacity through training and education.   
 
Consistent with our mission and the services we provide, CLCC supports HB 5383, the purpose of which is to facilitate 
and augment the Department of Agriculture’s (DoAg) Farm Viability Matching Grant Program and Connecticut FarmLink 
Program.  In particular, while supportive of all provisions of the bill, CLCC is especially interested in the changes 
proposed to the CT FarmLink Program, as they would directly benefit Connecticut’s land trusts.  
 
The CT FarmLink Program is a database linking program created in 2005 through the Community Investment Act for the 
purpose of connecting new farmers with retiring or other landowners seeking to sell or lease their farmland.  For the 
past several years, CLCC has increased its efforts to promote the CT FarmLink Program and offer information and 
instruction related to farmland leasing as a land use option for the state’s land trust community.  As a result, land trusts 
are expressing a growing interest in the topic, recognizing that leasing for agricultural purposes may be appropriate for 
certain of their land and a good investment for not only their organizations but for their communities as well.  
 
An enhanced FarmLink Program would provide even more opportunity for land trusts to get the hands-on assistance 
they need to assess whether their land is appropriate for farming; identify suitable farmers; and understand the types of 
tools available to facilitate leasing arrangements.   Moreover, recognizing the value in fostering mentoring relationships 
among land trusts, we are especially supportive of the changes giving DoAg the authority to create partnerships and 
utilize qualified third parties to help implement the FarmLink Program. 
 
On behalf of the Connecticut Land Conservation Council, we respectfully request that the Committee vote in favor of HB 
5283.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide our comments.  We would be happy to answer any questions you may 
have and/or provide additional information about the wonderful conservation work undertaken every day by our state’s 
land trust community. 
 
 


