
Testimony	  in	  FAVOR	  of	  H.B.	  381	  	  
AN	  ACT	  TO	  ESTABLISH	  A	  TASK	  FORCE	  TO	  STUDY	  SCHOOL	  CLIMATE	  

	  
	  
To:	  	  The	  Honorable	  Fleischmann,	  Co-‐Chair,	  The	  Honorable	  Slossberg,	  Co-‐Chair,	  and	  
members	  of	  the	  Education	  Committee	  
	  
	   My	  name	  is	  Terry	  Bedard,	  and	  I	  am	  a	  special	  education	  and	  disability	  rights	  

attorney	  who	  advocates	  on	  behalf	  of	  children	  with	  disabilities	  to	  ensure	  their	  special	  

needs	  are	  met	  under	  state	  and	  federal	  law.	  	  	  In	  my	  practice,	  I	  have	  represented	  

children	  suffering	  from	  the	  detrimental	  effects	  of	  bullying	  in	  their	  schools	  while	  

reaping	  psychological	  consequences	  that	  extend	  well	  into	  the	  future.	  	  In	  my	  worst	  

case,	  an	  adolescent	  boy	  experienced	  severe	  and	  persistent	  bullying	  by	  several	  

students	  causing:	  (1)	  school	  avoidance	  missing	  nearly	  50%	  of	  the	  school	  year;	  (2)	  

physical	  illness;	  (3)	  psychological	  trauma,	  depression,	  and	  suicidal	  ideations.	  	  Even	  

though	  the	  parent	  reported	  many	  bullying	  incidences	  to	  the	  school,	  no	  

investigations	  took	  place	  nor	  did	  the	  school	  document	  these	  incidences.	  	  Attorneys	  

had	  to	  get	  involved	  resulting	  in	  thousands	  of	  dollars	  of	  cost	  incurred,	  and	  this	  young	  

boy,	  the	  victim,	  was	  transferred	  to	  another	  placement.	  	  This	  is	  just	  one	  example	  of	  

many	  instances	  where	  a	  school	  ignored	  reports	  of	  bullying	  and	  then	  cast	  blame	  

upon	  the	  parent	  for	  the	  child’s	  absences	  and	  decreased	  performance	  at	  school.	  	  	  

Current	  research	  supports	  the	  prevalence	  of	  bullying;	  namely,	  that	  it	  

negatively	  impacts	  3	  out	  of	  4	  children	  and	  teens	  during	  a	  school	  year,	  and	  it	  

contributes	  to	  a	  negative	  academic	  climate,	  which	  is	  connected	  to	  lower	  academic	  

functioning	  (Swearer,	  2012).	  

	  

	  



	   Certainly,	  the	  Connecticut	  legislature	  has	  made	  great	  strides	  in	  its	  anti-‐

bullying	  law.	  	  But	  it	  simply	  isn’t	  enough.	  	  By	  establishing	  a	  Task	  Force	  to	  examine	  

this	  issue	  with	  respect	  to	  school	  climate,	  perhaps	  more	  can	  be	  done	  to	  protect	  

children	  from	  the	  extremely	  harmful	  effects	  of	  bullying.	  	  	  

	   I	  strongly	  urge	  you	  to	  support	  the	  establishment	  of	  a	  Task	  Force	  to	  study	  

school	  climate	  and	  vote	  for	  H.B.	  381.	  

Sincerely,	  

Terry	  Bedard,	  Esq.	  
Law	  Office	  of	  Terry	  Bedard	  LLC	  
2389	  Main	  Street	  
Glastonbury,	  CT	  06033	  
(860)	  659-‐6553	  
	  
	  


