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Testimony of the CT Association of Public School Superintendents 

 

 

IN SUPPORT OF: SB 378 

 

AN ACT CONCERNING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE HIGH SCHOOL 

GRADUATION TASK FORCE 

 

 

The CT Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS) supports 

Senate Bill #378 for the following reasons. 

• The 2021 graduation requirements are in urgent need of a major 

overhaul in order to align well with the objective of every student 

meeting the SBE Standards. 

  

o The 2021 requirements must clearly specify what have come to 

be known as 21st Century Skills:  skills students must acquire in 

order to be successful after graduation from high school 

whether they pursue further academic education, education for 

a specific career or enter the world of work.  Specifically 

students need: 

 

� To work in collaboration with others 

� To utilize up to date technology to complete work that 

needs to be done 

� To define and successfully resolve open-ended problems 

that have many possible answers 

� To apply a global perspective to situations 

� To productively engage in civic affairs as informed citizens 
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� To be flexible and eclectic when confronting situations 

and determining resolutions 

� To communicate with people whose native language is 

different from one’s own 

� To think outside of the parameters embedded in one’s 

native language, culture and societal norms 

 

o The 2021 requirements need to be embedded in a system that: 

  

� Provides students with many choices in order to learn 

content and acquire skills in different ways that align with 

the students’ different primary learning styles. 

� Rewards students with graduation after they have 

demonstrated mastery of sufficient content and skills.  

� Provides students with the time they need to learn content 

and acquire skills.  

� Provides many ways for different students to demonstrate 

that they have in fact mastered sufficient content and 

acquired adequate skill levels 

� Provides sufficient assistance and support for those students 

who need it in order to achieve the standards.  

� Places heavy emphasis on raising the ground beneath the 

SBE standards so that every student has an equitable 

opportunity to achieve them  

 

 

o The 2021 requirements need to recognize the connections 

between content and skills that have to be learned in order for 

students to master the Standards Adopted by the SBE.   

 

In order to address the needs of CT students and the schools that serve 

them, our state’s graduation requirements must: 

 

o Reflect what students need to know and be able to do to be 

successful in the 21st Century. 



Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents 
 

26 Caya Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06110 | Work: 860-236-8640 | Fax: 860-236-8628 | www.capss.org  

o Align well with the  jobs of the future and with what students 

will experience in their Adult lives 

o Free students from a system that provides limited opportunities 

for them to learn deeply and demonstrate that learning in ways 

that matter to them 

o Provide incentives for the integration of content area learning 

that reflects an accurate understanding of content and the 

acquisition of skills across a broad range of content areas 

o Refrain from relying upon end of course assessments that 

prevent the very flexibility with respect to content allocation 

and skill acquisition that is needed if every student is to achieve 

the SBE Standards 

 

By virtue of calling for a major overhaul of the present 2021 requirements, 

SB 378 recognizes the fact that they stand in the way instead of facilitating 

the achievement of the objective of every student meeting the standards 

established by the State Board of Education. 

By virtue of recommending an interim revision of the 2021 standards, SB 378 

also recognizes the need to prevent CT’s local school districts from investing 

time and money in the establishment of standards that do not merit this 

investment. 

CAPSS urges the Legislature to enact SB 378. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


