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As a Teacher of Saint Paul School, I support S.B. No. 318.

Our small non-public school provides a viable alternative to tax-paying families who desire a
faith-based education for their children. Our school also relieves a significant financial
burden for the local school systems by educating nearly 300 children in grades PK - 8 who

would otherwise be enrolled in local districts

In the past, transportation provided to the single towns where non-public schools were located
has been sufficient to meet the needs of most of our children; however, with the closing of
Catholic schools in neighboring districts, an inequity has occurred. Tax paying parents in
neighboring towns who choose a non-public school must send their children to schools located

in other districts thereby losing their transportation options.

We ask that you please keep access to our schools alive and viable for all children by allowing
state reimbursements for inter-district transportation for K-8 nonpublic schools. As a teacher
who has over an hour long commute to work at Saint Paul School, I fully understand the
sacrifices our parents make to send their children to a supportive and academically
challenging learning environment that is further away from home than their local public

school system.

For these reasons, I urge the committee to support S.B. No. 318.

Sincerely,
Heather L. Thibdeau



