March 10, 2016
In regards to: "An Act Concerning Regional Education," HB 5554.

Dear Members of the Educational Committee:

| am writing today because | am a concerned parent who wants the best education | can
provide for my children. | am raised and educated in the Connecticut public school
system (Enfield) and went on to graduate with honors at UCONN in 1991. | now reside
in Chaplin, CT with my husband and two daughters ages 13 and 11. Although | am
writing on behalf of my children specifically - and we do have our own struggle/story -
this is definitely an issue that has plagued our town and | feel that past attempts to offer
choices or a solution have been thwarted by the BOE and Superintendent. To make
matters worse, we have been told that the dissolution of a Regional District is a long,
challenging process that takes years. We need to be able to make changes in our
Educational institutions in these 3 towns that will impact our near future.

PLEASE ALLOW A PUBLIC HEARING AND AMEND HB 5554 to add the concept:

"That part Il of chapter 164 of the general statutes be amended to permit the legislative
bodies of member towns of a regional school district to participate in the process of
determining the composition and structure of the regional school district."”

Currently, in Regional District 11, Elementary school costs towns $26,000.00 per
student (more than UConn tuition), we have FOUR Board of Eds and five administrative
staff members for a quickly diminishing student population. Parish Hill Middle and High
school is a building that is falling down - and nobody wants to pay for the renovation.
This, of course, results in our district's inability to attract residents with school-aged
children ( bringing down our home values probably 30% than that of neighboring towns).
Scotland is on the verge of bankruptcy. Our boards have conducted Dissolution Studies
and numerous public workshops, community gatherings,Exit Surveys, etc., but the
Superintendent is often on these committee boards (total conflict of interest in my
opionion) and possible solutions are always bottle-necked. Temporary solutions are
offered like regionalizing elementary schools, shuffling grade and school building
allocation, tuitioning out high school, etc. The results of many of these studies have sat
with little movement or change. Many of us parents feel disenfranchised and without a
voice. We have attended so many BOE meetings and have been shut down. It's a total
stalemate.

My deep concern now is regarding the middle school/high school education of my two
daughters.

| am homeschooling my youngest daughter this year. Her experience at the Elementary
school was unsatisfactory in many ways. Her class had many issues of behavior and

learning disabilities which hindered her learning at grade level. The school environment
at Chaplin Elementary School is flat and subpar. Many teachers and support staff have



either retired or left completely in the past 2 years. Homeschooling my daughter while
both my husband and | are self employed, running our own businesses is a large
burden. | would prefer for my daughter to learn with her peers. We are currently
looking to move, but speaking with our realtor we were told to prepare for some
difficulty. Not many houses sell in Chaplin (about 15 per year).

My older daughter is now in 7th grade at Parish Hill. We strongly want her to be
allowed to attend EO Smith High School. First, it's a bigger school with a larger student
population. EO has great student diversity and many extracurricular clubs and sports.
Unfortunately, we can't even try to get our girls in the Agricultural Program at EO Smith -
as we are sequestered to Lyman Memorial High School. Lyman is 14 miles/23 minutes
away from our home. EO Smith is 7 miles/13 minutes away. We feel we should have a
choice. Even if we are given this as a choice, she would still have to apply and get into
the Agriculture Program at EO. | hear it is quite competitive.

We want a choice of schools. The bigger decisions to either dissolve or merge or
consolidate - the towns coming together on that agreement could easily take another
decade. How is it acceptable that our children become the disadvantaged victims of a
muddled, ineffecient bureaucracy? | am hoping | can find a voice with one of my
congressmen.

http://www.chaplinct.org/resources/march 12 joint mtg (2).pdf

http://www.chaplinct.org/news.htm?id=4ES8HPGR7

| very much look forward to speaking or hearing from you regarding this situation.
Sincerely,

Tina Latraverse Haesche
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