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On behalf of Wesleyan University, we are submitting testimony in support of sections 2 and 3 

of H.B. 5550 AN ACT CONCERNING VARIOUS REVISIONS AND ADDITIONS TO 

THE EDUCATION STATUTES which seeks to extend the implementation date for the 

requirement that an individual must possess a master’s degree in an appropriate subject matter 

area, as determined by the State Board of Education, related to such teacher's certification 

endorsement area.     
 

This deadline extension is critical because the State Board of Education has failed to adopt 

guidelines as to what is an “appropriate subject matter area.” When this law was adopted in 

2012 to require a master’s degree in an appropriate subject matter area, four years was 

provided for implementation. This would have been a sufficient amount of time if the State 

Board of Education had acted in an appropriate timeframe to define what was deemed 

appropriate. Now the deadline looms just a few months away and guidelines have not been 

agreed to. 

 

Students currently enrolled in master’s degree programs who do not yet hold a provisional or 

professional educator certificate, and who do not obtain their certification by July 1 of this 

year, may be required to obtain a second master’s degree or additional credits if their current 

program does not comply with the guidelines adopted by the State Board of Education.    

 

Further, programs need more than a few months’ advance notice to make the modifications 

necessary to meet the guidelines once they are announced. 

 

Our hope is the State Board of Education acts in the next few weeks to adopt guidelines. This 

bill will then grant us sufficient time to implement those changes and allow our current 

students not to be adversely affected. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these important bills. 
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