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February 17, 2016

Re: Fully funding LPRAC in Bill No. 5044, An Act Making
Adjustments to State Expenditures for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30,
2017

Dear Senator Beth Bye and Representative Toni Walker:

| write in support of maintaining full funding for the Latino and Puerto
Rican Affairs Commission (LPRAC). LPRAC serves as an important voice
for the Latino community in Connecticut and their work promoting
equitable policy in the legislature should be fully funded.

As the Legal Director of the Prison Policy Initiative, a national non-profit,
non-partisan organization, that challenges over-criminalization and mass
incarceration through research, advocacy, and organizing, | have had the
pleasure of working with LPRAC in Connecticut. Having worked with
legislative staff across the country, it is obvious that Connecticut benefits
from having a commission like LPRAC.

LPRAC serves as a resource to Connecticut’s legislators on a variety of
policy issues and as you consider Bill No. 5044, | urge you to give great
weight to the contributions of LPRAC in ensuring parity for Connecticut’s
Latino residents.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Aleks Kajstur,
Legal Director



