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February	  19,	  2016	  

	  Testimony	   of	   Ingrid	   Alvarez,	   Connecticut	   State	   Director,	   Hispanic	   Federation	   to	   the	  
Appropriations	   Committee	   on	   behalf	   of	   the	   Latino	   and	   Puerto	   Rican	   Affairs	  
Commission-‐House	  Bull	  No.	  5044	  An	  Act	  Making	  Adjustments	  to	  State	  Expenditures	  for	  
the	  Fiscal	  Year	  ending	  June	  30,	  2017	  	  

Co-‐chairs	  Senator	  Bye,	  Representative	  Walker	  and	  ranking	  members	  of	  the	  committee,	  
my	   name	   is	   Ingrid	   Alvarez	   and	   I	   am	   the	   Connecticut	   State	   Director	   of	   the	   Hispanic	  
Federation.	   	   The	   Hispanic	   Federation	   represents	   a	   network	   of	   over	   a	   dozen	   Latino	  
community	   based	   and	   human	   services	   organizations	   across	   the	   state.	   	   I	   offer	   this	  
testimony	  on	  behalf	  of	  those	  organizations	  in	  asking	  that	  the	  funding	  for	  the	  Latino	  and	  
Puerto	  Rican	  Affairs	  Commission	  (LPRAC)	  be	  preserved	  during	  this	  time	  of	  critical	  need	  
across	  the	  communities	  our	  network	  of	  agencies	  serve.	  	  

As	  the	  State	  of	  Connecticut	  continues	  to	  grow	  the	  Hispanic	  Federation’s	  strategic	  focus	  
in	   the	   state	   is	   to	   raise	   the	  visibility	  and	  voice	  of	  Latino	  communities	  and	   their	  needs.	  	  
We	  do	  this	  work	  in	  conjunction	  with	  allies	  and	  advocates.	  	  One	  of	  those	  crucial	  partners	  
is	   the	   Latino	   and	   Puerto	  Rican	  Affairs	   Commission.	   	   Together	  we	   are	   committed	   and	  
able	  to:	  

• Address	  education	  for	  community	  integration	  reducing	  discrimination	  and	  civil	  
rights/ethnic	  disparities.	  

• Build	   equity	   advocacy	   for	   CT	   Latino	   communities	   around	   immigration,	   health,	  
education,	  economic	  empowerment	  

• Set	  forward	  and	  collaborate	  on	  a	  rich	  Latino	  public	  policy	  agenda.	  
• Engage	  CT	  Latino	  Communities	  via	  education	  and	  community	  integration	  
• Successfully	   contribute	   to	   and	   inform	   passing	   legislation	   positively	   impacting	  

our	  communities	  	  

To	  accomplish	  these	  goals	  and	  drive	  change	  we	  count	  on	  the	  insight,	  representation	  and	  
advocacy	  of	  our	  partners	  within	  the	  Connecticut	  General	  Assembly’s	  Latino	  and	  Puerto	  
Rican	  Affairs	   Commission.	   	   The	   dismantling	   and/or	   underfunding	   of	   LPRAC	  will	   only	  
hurt	   our	   communities’	   access;	   understanding	   and	   participation	   in	   our	   democratic	  
process	  further	  marginalizing	  the	  largest	  and	  fastest	  growing	  ethnic	  block	  in	  our	  state.	  

Thank	  you	  very	  much	   for	   the	  opportunity	   to	  provide	  my	   testimony	   today.	   I	  would	  be	  
pleased	  to	  answer	  any	  questions	  you	  may	  have	  at	  this	  time.	  	  

Respectfully	  submitted,	  	  

	  
	  
Ingrid	  Alvarez	  
Connecticut	  State	  Director	  


