
February 19, 2016 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Senator Bye, Representative Walker,	  and	  Appropriations Committee members,  
 
I write in support of the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission. This office provides an 
irreplaceable resource and voice for Connecticut’s Puerto Rican and Latino communities.  
 
Over the years, the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission has become a valuable forum 
for Latinos in the state to voice their concerns and learn about Connecticut legislation and policy 
that affects their lives. For example, the LPRAC office and staff have convened hearings on 
bilingual education and standardized testing that produced new understanding about how policies 
in these areas are not working well for Latino residents. It was at these hearings, for instance, 
where legislators learned how the State’s “Special Master” law resulted in the virtual elimination 
of bilingual education in the Windham Public Schools. LPRAC’s efforts have allowed Latino 
and Puerto Rican residents to share their concerns with legislators about these issues.  
 
Recently, the LPRAC office also convened a “Latino Policy Day” that educated residents of all 
racial and ethnic groups about various issues that impact Latinos and Puerto Ricans. The non-
partisan, educational workshops examined the state’s justice system, immigration policies, 
bilingual education, school funding, housing, and healthcare system. By collaborating with a 
variety of statewide organizations and experts, the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission 
Office is now a vital forum. This forum is particularly important for Latinos that are 
marginalized politically (e.g. underrepresentation in elected and non-elected government seats) 
and by State and Federal policy (e.g. restrictions on full citizenship rights). 
 
The Governor’s Bill No. 5044 to amend the State’s budget recommends cuts to the Latino and 
Puerto Rican Affairs Commission Office, as well as the Commission on Aging, Permanent 
Commission on the Status of Women, Commission on Children, African American Affairs 
Commission, and Asian American Affairs Commissioner. Reductions to these offices will set 
back the modest progress of these marginalized communities in Connecticut. In addition to the 
Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission, I also support these Commissions because of their 
similar, irreplaceable contributions to Connecticut and their respective communities.  
 
The Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission, as well as the other commissions, provide an 
irreplaceable resource to the communities that they serve – residents that are marginalized by 
law, policy, and power. LPRAC provides a non-partisan voice and educational forum for the 
state’s Latino and Puerto Rican residents and I support continued funding of this office at current 
levels. Thank you for your consideration in maintaining support for these commissions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Robert Cotto, Jr., Ed.M., M.A. 
Elected Member, Hartford Board of Education 


