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Senator Bye, Representative Walker, and distinguished members of the Appropriations 
Committee:  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding H.B. 5044 and the 
State’s budget for the Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission (LPRAC). 
 
My name is Katie Roy and I am the director and founder of the Connecticut School 
Finance Project. The Connecticut School Finance Project is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
project that aims to fix the illogical and inequitable system by which Connecticut funds 
its public schools. My testimony today is in opposition to H.B. 5044’s current elimination 
of funding for LPRAC for the next fiscal year. 
 
Since our organization’s inception, we have had the opportunity to work with LPRAC on 
issues affecting the state’s growing Latino community, such as funding for 
Connecticut’s English Language Learning students and the impacts of the state’s 
broken school finance system on school districts and communities with significant Latino 
populations. Each time we work and interact with LPRAC staff and commissioners, we 
witness firsthand the vital role they play in representing the diverse and important 
interests of Connecticut’s continually growing Latino population. 
 
Despite an ever-increasing Hispanic population of more than 540,000 (15 percent of the 
state’s total population)1, Connecticut currently only has one Latino state senator2 and 
only 11 Latino state representatives.3 The limited number of Latino members in the 
General Assembly make LPRAC’s role even more vital. LPRAC helps give Connecticut’s 
Latino population a louder voice and makes sure the needs of an underrepresented 
group do not go unnoticed. 
 
The significant role LPRAC plays in bringing to light the needs and interests of 
Connecticut’s diverse Latino population is particularly important when it comes to issues 
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of education finance. Currently, public school districts in Connecticut serving the 
highest percentage of Hispanic students receive $1,270 less per student than districts 
serving the lowest percentage.4 5 Additionally, the 10 local public school districts with 
the largest enrollments of non-White students receive, on average, $805 per student less 
than the 10 districts with the largest enrollments of White students.6 7 
 
This funding disparity is particularly important when one looks at the enrollment trends 
and population projections of Connecticut’s public schools. Districts in the top 25 
percent for growth in enrollment from 2009-2014 served 73.9 percent of all Hispanic 
public school students in Connecticut.8 Additionally, of students enrolled in districts that 
gained enrollment over the past five years, 33 percent were Hispanic.9 These districts 
also had an average low-income population of 49.5 percent.10 In comparison, of 
students enrolled in districts that experienced the largest enrollment declines over the 
past five years, 81 percent were White.11 These districts also had an average low-
income population of 21.1 percent.12 
 
Furthermore, of the 20 local public school districts with the highest percentage of 
Hispanic students, nine districts are projected to experience gains in their school-aged 
resident populations by 2025.13 14 In comparison, only seven other districts in the state 
are projected to see growth in their school-aged resident populations.15 This is consistent 
with the projection that growth of Connecticut’s Latino population will account for 
approximately 64 percent of the state’s total population growth over the next 10 
years.16 
 
An increasing Latino population, coupled with funding and need disparities in school 
districts serving the largest populations of Hispanic students, make thorough 
representative of Latino needs and interests more important than ever. Since its 
inception, LPRAC has helped provide invaluable representation for Connecticut’s often 
underrepresented Latino community. I respectfully ask the Committee to continue fully 
funding LRPAC so it may continue this representation and advocacy, and help ensure 
the state’s Latino population—especially Connecticut’s Latino students—are heard and 
engaged.  
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Thank you again for allowing me the opportunity to submit written testimony, and 
please feel free to contact me should you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Katie Roy 
Director & Founder 
Connecticut School Finance Project 
katie.roy@ctschoolfinance.org 
 


