
 

 

 

 

 

 

TESTIMONY OF HAMLET M. HERNANDEZ 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

BRANFORD, CONNECTICUT 

 

IN REFERENCE TO: 

GOVERNOR'S  H.B. No. 5044, AN ACT MAKING ADJUSTMENTS TO STATE EXPENDITURES 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2017. 

 

Dear Senator Gerratana and Representative Dillon: 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to provide written testimony on Governor’s H.B. No. 5044, An Act 

making adjustments to State expenditures for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017. 

 

As the Branford Superintendent of Schools, serving as the Chief Executive Officer of the school system and 

representing over 3,200 students I strongly oppose H.B. No. 5044.  The proposed legislation would have an 

adverse impact on the School Based Health Clinics (SBHC) throughout the State.  SBHC have demonstrated 

their importance in communities by providing accessible mental health and medical care for children.  While 

the achievement gap in CT is the largest in the Nation, SBHCs have proven to be an effective program 

supporting children and families by providing timely, affordable and accessible services.  Reducing funding to 

the SBHC program is myopic and will only exacerbate the mental and physical health crises in our public 

schools.  

 

SBHCs are available for all children in the school and provide a service which cannot be replicated by any other 

organization.  The model is child-centered and delivered by professionals who have a level of clinical expertise 

that leads to early intervention resulting in students staying in school.  As a superintendent of schools, I have 

seen first hand how the services offered by SBHC positively impact a student’s school performance.  I strongly 

encourage the Health and Hospitals Subcommittee of Appropriations to not support the proposed cuts.  

 

Thank you Senator Gerratana and Representative Dillon for allowing me to submit this testimony. 

 

Hamlet M. Hernandez 

Superintendent of Schools  

Branford Public Schools 

February 18, 2016 


