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Preserve State Funding for Sexual Assault Crisis Services – in the DPH Budget 

Testimony of Rape Crisis Center of Milford, Inc. regarding HB 5044 

Serving Ansonia, Derby, Seymour, Shelton, Milford, Orange, & West Haven 

 

                                                                                                                February 17, 2016 

Senator Beth Bye                                                                          Representative Toni Walker 

Legislative Office Building                                                          Legislative Office Building 

Room 2                                                                                         Room 2 

Hartford, CT  06106                                                                     Hartford, CT  06106 

 

Senator Bye, Senator Kane, Representative Walker, Representative Ziobran, and members 

of the Appropriations Committee,  

The Rape Crisis Center of Milford is one of nine community based sexual assault crisis 

centers that provides free and confidential sexual assault counseling and victim advocacy to 

sexual victims and their family members. This includes a 24/7 confidential hotline which 

allows access to a certified sexual assault counselor. Last year, on a statewide basis, an 

estimated 6000 people were served by our nine centers; The Rape Crisis Center of Milford 

provided services to 527 of those victims.  Services may include but are not limited to 

accompaniment to hospitals for a medical examination and the collection of forensic 

evidence, accompaniment to police departments where a victim will give their statement, 

accompaniment to the State’s Attorney’s office in preparation for testifying at trial and 

being present when they do testify.  Additionally we provide accompaniment to forensic 

interviews of children and one-on-one counseling and support groups. The current fiscal 

year has provided us with even higher caseloads than in previous years. With the help of our 

many dedicated volunteers our agency manages to provide these services with only six staff 

members.  Rape crisis services are the only programs in our state that specialize in the 

counseling and advocacy needs of sexual assault survivors. 

This past week my Director of Victim Services , Peggy Pisano and Advocate Cynthia 

Dugan were present in the court to support a young person whom had to testify to his own 

abuse by a person entrusted with his care and more importantly a person he trusted and 

looked up to.  Other members of his family had to testify as well and told us many times 

over that they may not have been able to do that without the support of our center. As a 

result of their testimony this individual was found guilty and will be held accountable by the 

court.  This case does not stop here for us; we will be helping this family prepare victim 

impact statement which they can either submit or read in court at the sentencing of at the 

sentencing of this individual.  Of course we will be there to after the court adjudication due 

to the fact that many clients continue to access our services. 

Additionally, and critically important to mention is that our center provided prevention 
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education programs to over 8000 students as well as police training and community based 

presentations at no cost. 

Funding for rape crisis programs in the Department of Public Health budget is essential 

for community based sexual assault crisis programs to provide crisis intervention and 

advocacy services to thousands of child, adolescent, and adult victims of sexual violence.  

The demand for these services continues to increase.  One such program is titled Less Is 

More: Minimal Facts for Discoverers.  This training is designed to give school and 

childcare personnel, along with medical, mental health and other therapeutic providers 

the tools to optimally respond when a child discloses or indicates that he or she may be a 

victim of sexual abuse.  Our office has seen a significant increase in requests to provide 

this training. 

With so much attention being drawn to campus sexual violence, sexual assault in the 

military, and new federal and state laws encouraging collaboration to have victims step 

forward, now is not the time to cut direct support to the victims and survivors of sexual 

violence who need our help and support to seek care and guidance at what has been 

described by many as the most difficult and traumatic event in their life.   

I oppose the governor’s proposal for a 5.75% cut and the consolidation of funding for 

sexual assault victims into a general fund.  I can appreciate the difficult decisions your 

position requires you to make however I am asking that you also oppose the budget and 

restore the rape crisis line item at full funding.  Thank you for your consideration 

regarding this request. 

Sincerely, 

Antonio Vitti 

Executive Director  

Rape Crisis Center of Milford 
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