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Testimony to the Appropriations Committee 
Regarding the impact of the Governor’s proposed budget cuts 

 
Southwest Community Health Center (SWCHC), located in Bridgeport, provides 
comprehensive medical, dental, and behavioral health services to over 21,000 
persons from 5 main sites, 7 school-based health centers, and 6 homeless shelter 
clinics. The majority of clients reside in census tracts designated as Medically 
Underserved Areas and Health Professional Shortage Areas and 98% of all clients 
have incomes at below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level. In 2015, 60% of all 
clients were enrolled in Medicaid.  
 
As a client and a board member I feel as though we are in a tough spot, a type of 
“catch 22”. We want to be able to help those who cannot help themselves and 
SWCHC strives to provide quality care, but if funding is cut our ability to do that is 
diminished.  

 
What does the State value? Do we value the future of our residents? Do we value 
the health and wellbeing of our children?  Do we value the future of the next 
generation? If we value these, then these budget cuts would not be occurring. You 
simply cannot expect cuts in funding and not have it affect the most vulnerable of 
our society. 

 
I urge the Legislators to reject these detrimental cuts to CT’s 
most vulnerable residents- poor children and families. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Dewitt Harmon 
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