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My name is Peter M. Shugrue and I live at Garden Brook Residential Care Facility
in Watertown, Connecticut. Connecticut Legal Rights Project helped me out a lot. 1
worked as a machinist for 25 years until [ was laid off, and fell on hard times when
I couldn’t find another job. t was living in my house and the utilities got shut off
because I ran out of money to pay the bills. During the wintertime, it got so cold in
my house that the pipes froze. I ended up getting frostbite and had to be taken to
the hospital. Once I got discharged, I realized I needed more support in my living
arrangements. I lived in respite for a while, and then I came to live at Garden
Brook. I liked it here very much, but I was afraid I would not be able to stay for
long because I had no income to pay for the cost of my care. My mental health case
manager helped me to file an application for Social Security Disability, but my
application was denied.

Then, I called CLRP and they sent an attorney out to to interview me. Katrina put
my mind at ease- she treated me with respect and explained everything so I could
understand it. Once she agreed to represent me, she filed my appeal, gathered all of
my medical records, and sent the evidence to Social Security. My claim was
approved only a couple of months later. This was a lifesaver because it allowed me
to start receiving my benefits many months before I would have if I’d had to wait
for a hearing the way that most people usually do. Once I started receiving my
monthly Social Security checks, I was able to help contribute to the cost of my care
at Garden Brook. I don’t have to worry anymore about whether my housing is
secure. If it wasn’t for CLRP, I don’t know if I would still be living here or if I
would have won my disability appeal. ’'m not sure I would have a roof over my
head at all.

It is very important that you do not cut from CLRP’s budget. They are very helpful
for me and for other disabled people like me in Connecticut who have do not have
the money to pay a lawyer. We need them. Please keep them going.



