
 

 
 

TESTIMONY FOR H.B. No. 5044:  
AN ACT MAKING ADJUSTMENTS TO STATE EXPENDITURES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

ENDING JUNE 30, 2017. 
 

Submitted By: Douglas DeCerbo, Director of Residential Services  
Catholic Charities, Inc. Archdiocese of Hartford 

 
Appropriations Health Subcommittee  

February 18, 2016, Department of Developmental Services 
 
Senator Bye, Representative Walker, Senator Gerratana, Representative Dillon and Distinguished 
members of the Appropriations Health Subcommittee; my name is Douglas DeCerbo and I am the 
Director of Residential Services at Catholic Charities, Inc. Archdiocese of Hartford.   
 
Catholic Charities is a family and children’s human services agency which provides services to over 
26,000 individuals and families without regard to race, religion, or economic circumstances each year.  
The agency offers a wide range of human services across thirty four (34) sites in the Hartford, Litchfield, 
and New Haven counties. Services include:  programs for families and children with significant mental 
illness, substance abuse disorders, basic human needs, case management services supporting employment 
and self sufficiency, parenting education, family centers strengthening local neighborhoods, group homes 
for developmentally disabled adults, services to victims of domestic or community violence, early 
childhood education, infant and toddler care, comprehensive youth services, adoption, refugee settlement 
and immigration services, and elderly care. 
  
Catholic Charities provides safe nurturing homes along with day services in which persons with cognitive 
and developmental disabilities can reach their highest level of independence possible, with the goal of 
integrating them into the community though work experiences and pro social activities, through funding 
awarded by the Department of Developmental Disabilities. 
 
The Governor’s proposed budget threatens the health and well-being of Connecticut’s developmentally 
disabled population, their families and their integration into the community by cutting almost $56 million 
from the Department of Developmental Services (DDS). This will drastically reduce the ability for the 
intellectually disabled to remain employed, receive day services and continue to live within the 
community. 
 
The additional $31,816,294 cut to the combined block grant Agency Operations account will have an 
additional negative impact as there is no assurance that DDS will be required to evenly distribute these 
cuts. As a result, this cut may completely eliminate critical programs that serve people with disabilities 
across Connecticut. 
 
Catholic Charities is supportive of the Governor’s proposal to transfer funding from the Community 
Residential Services line from DDS to The Department of Social Services and a change from grant 
funded service provision to fee-for-service billing.  We also support the creation of the Intellectual 
Disabilities partnership to be modeled after the successful Behavioral Health Partnership. 
 
Fee-for-service billing is preferable to the current system in which the provider often has to provide 
additional one time services in hope that the department will have the funding to support the request after 
the service. While there is the potential to promote positive change, no rate setting methodology will fix  



 

 
 
the problem without adequate rates. The Governor’s budget represents a one to one transfer of funds 
which will not address the drastic underfunding to providers or the waiting lists.  
We urge you while supporting these changes not to support the proposed budget cuts which will render 
the potential positive changes ineffective. 
 
Thank you again for your time and consideration.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions, or for additional information.      
 
 
Contact information: Doug DeCerbo, Director of Residential Services, Catholic Charities, Inc.-
Archdiocese of Hartford, 467 Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield CT 06002, (860) 913-2698 
ddecerbo@ccaoh.org 
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