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February 18, 2016

Good afternoon members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is the Reverend
Kathleen Peters and | am a resident of Killingworth CT. (65 Parker Hill Rd. 860-663-1448
revkathyp@comcast.net) | have come to speak against the devastating cuts of $59 million that
the governor has proposed to the DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES. | would also
request that the committee develop a concrete plan to divert DDS savings into DDS waiting lists
and community based supports: this year through better DDS management practices, cuts in
excessive overtime, unit consolidations in institutions and public to private group home
conversions and in the long term by capturing $90 million in savings from the closure of DDS
institutions. | come, as | have the past three years on behalf of my daughter Sarah and my
cousin Carol both of whom have intellectual disabilities.

Both Sarah and Carol are among the “lucky” state residents with disabilities who are receiving
services that currently meet their needs. Sarah because her father and | fought hard i.e. yelled
and screamed for over two years to make her needs known in a system that is beyond broken
and inhumane. Finally in the fall of 2015 at age 32 Sarah moved to a supported living
arrangement where she is flourishing beyond all of our expectations. My 65 year old cousin
Carol moved to Southbury Training School when she was 10 years old. She is currently waiting
for a placement outside of that institutional setting as it has been recognized by many experts
that she can and will flourish out in the community. Carol is non verbal but Sarah tells me all the
time to keep fighting so that all her friends, especially her friend Paul, can have a place like she
does. So here | am again!! “Luck” should not be the standard. Care of those who cannot care for
themselves all by themselves is what a caring governmental system needs to be about!

Many of you know that the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) budget has been cut
by more than $50 million in the past 3 years. Most of those cuts have been aimed directly at
community based Residential and Day & Employment Services. As a result, in addition to there
being more than 2,000 people on the Residential Waiting List, there are now about 100 people
on the Waiting List for Day & Employment supports as well. And who knows how many have
just not tried to get services because they see their chances as being nonexistent. In the last
round of cuts the legislature spared some of these programs only to have the governor wield
his ax on programs for those who are counting on the government to care for them. $59 million
more in cuts will be beyond devastating to real people like Sarah, Carol and Paul. It is or at least
it should be a core value on any government to care for those who, through no fault of their
own, need a hand. This population has too long been ignored. It is beyond discouraging that we
need to come every year and beg for money for services.

Further is has been demonstrated that by DDS closing the institutions, which is long overdue
and employing better management practice including reigning in abusive overtime, monies
saved could be used to serve more of our loved ones.
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You know the issues here. You know what you need to do. Please have the courage to act and
do what is right. My daughter Sarah and her friends deserve the same opportunities to live full
lives and contribute to society as their non disabled peers.

Respectfully submitted The Reverend Kathleen Peters



