HB-05044
Appropriations Committee

Dear Committee Members,

SteppingStones Birth to Three Program is an early intervention program, with the Connecticut
State Birth to Three System, of the Office for Early Childhood.

This program has been a vital service provider for the community, at HARC, Inc. since 1996.We
currently provide comprehensive services to approximately 250 infants and toddlers with delays
and/or disabilities and their families. We are one of the state’s larger early intervention
programs.

When a developmental delay or diagnosis known to be associated with developmental delay
becomes known to us, we know that early intervention is critical to minimize or ameliorate the
effects of the developmental concerns. The placement of early intervention services links
families to community supports, provides them with an understanding of their child’s concerns
and enhances their ability to help their child achieve their developmental goals. We know also
that intervening early often has a positive and beneficial effect on future needs (e.g. the level of
supports needed from LEAs).

We ask for your onging support, with legislative and fiscal concerns, for this important program,
so that these most vulnerable children and their families may continue to receive the services
they need.

Thank you.

Tina Giddings, M.S.

Program Director

HARC SteppingStones Birth to Three Program
900 Asylum Aveneu

Hartford, CT 06106



