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Senator Bye, Representative Walker, and members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. My name is Mounia Elbaz. [ am a
Middletown Even Start parent. I have a 2 year old son in the program with me. Even Start is a dual
generational family learning program that provides comprehensive education programs and
transitional services. These programs improve the academic success of children and parents in
the classroom and increases parents' economic opportunities. The Middletown Adult Education
College and Career Center is an essential part of my Even Start Program. It offers a variety of
resources that offer a viable transition to post secondary education or employment opportunities.
This is the only place I can complete my high school education and take the next step to
economic independence so that I can break the cycle my family is in and build a future.

I am writing to urge you to reinstate funding for the Even Start Program line item in the Office of
Early Childhood budget.

In my community, the Middletown Early Childhood Collaborative in Partnership with the Middletown
Public Schools, received $146,952.67 from this line item which was leveraged to more than $200,000 to
support creating healthy outcomes for families with young children and paving a way to higher education
and careers.

As a parent in the Even Start Program, it's very important to me because I could not come to school
without my child. I am from Morocco and I don’t speak English very well. I need to study English to
finish my high school degree. If the program stops, I can’t get a decent job to help support my family.I
am working hard and do not want to stay on assistance from the government.



