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Senator Bye, Representative Walker, and members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. My name is Shamima Aktep. [ am a
Middletown Even Start parent. Even Start is a dual generational family learning program that provides
comprehensive education programs and transitional services. These programs improve the
academic success of children and parents in the classroom and increases parents' economic
opportunities. The Middletown Adult Education College and Career Center is an essential part of
my Even Start Program. It offers a variety of resources that offer a viable transition to post
secondary education or employment opportunities. This is the only place I can complete my
high school education and take the next step to economic independence so that I can break the
cycle my family is in and build a future.

I am writing to urge you to reinstate funding for the Even Start Program line item in the Office of
Early Childhood budget.

In my community, the Middletown Early Childhood Collaborative in Partnership with the Middletown
Public Schools, received $146,952.67 from this line item which was leveraged to more than $200,000 to
support creating healthy outcomes for families with young children and paving a way to higher education
and careers.

As a parent in the Even Start Program it is important to me because I have two children, Erica age 2 and
Jackson age 6 months. 1 would not be able to be in school if they could not be with me. My older
daughter is learning lots of words and sentences. She knows her numbers 1-25 and always responds to
me. For example, when I say “thank you”, she always says”you’re welcome” and if she does something
wrong she says “I’m sorry”. My younger son is just starting to crawl and I know that he does not have
any delays because I trust the teachers. I have been working in the College and Career Center on my



resume and researching what [ will pursue after here. Ct. Works comes in and I think I am going to sign
up for a certificate program when I finish at Even Start. I have learned here to never stop your education.
If you cut funding my children and I will have to stop.



