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Senator Bye, Representative Walker, and members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. My name is Isabel Aguilar. Iam a
Middletown Even Start parent. Even Start is a dual generational family learning program that provides
comprehensive education programs and transitional services. These programs improve the
academic success of children and parents in the classroom and increases parents' economic
opportunities. The Middletown Adult Education College and Career Center is an essential part of
my Even Start Program. It offers a variety of resources that offer a viable transition to post
secondary education or employment opportunities. This is the only place I can complete my
high school education and take the next step to economic independence so that I can break the
cycle my family is in and build a future.

I am writing to urge you to reinstate funding for the Even Start Program line item in the Office of
Early Childhood budget.

In my community, the Middletown Early Childhood Collaborative in Partnership with the Middletown
Public Schools, received $146,952.67 from this line item which was leveraged to more than $200,000 to
support creating healthy outcomes for families with young children and paving a way to higher education
and careers.

As a parent in the Even Start Program, I love it. It is part of my family. They helped me so much with
raising my entire family. I have had three children in the Even Start Program. My first was Bruno, then
my daughter Nataly and now my little Daniel. Even Start Program has very nice people and they are very
professional when they work with the kids. PLEASE help to keep this program, it is amazing and there is
nothing else like it. [ would not be able to support my family or have an education without it. They have



helped me to learn English and at the same time my children have learned too. We all are better
contributors to society because of it.



