Testimony on HB 5044
Office of Early Childhood Budget

Senator Bye, Representative Walker, and Member of the Commmittee:

My name is Cathie O’Connor,I am an Assistant teacher at the Torrington Child Care
Center, a state funded center, in Torrington, CT for the past 6 years.

I believe the state funded programs need to continue to be funded.

If it was not for the Torrington Child Care Center,I would not have gotten my GED or
two scholarships for Early Childhood Education courses. The center helped immensely
in furthering my knowledge so I could help guide the children on their path to
education. If you did away with funding for state funded child care centers,a lot of
children would not have the opportunity to learn. I believe that children need the love
and guidance of their early childhood educators.

Torrington Child Care and other state funded child day care centers (CDC) are high
quality NAEYC accredited programs. We have to have either a bachelor or associate
degree by 2020. We have a low child to staff ratio {5:1 and 7:1) in order to help the

children in our program. We have a rigorous curriculum to make sure our children
are ready for kindergarten when they leave us.

We work for very little compared to public school teachers and we have the same
degrees. I feel these young children are our future. I chose to work here for the love I
have for children, not for the money. But the money would help a lot.

Please be sure to keep the state funded child day care center funding intact.
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