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Dear Members of the Appropriations Committee: 
 
My name is Mike Matousek and I am the Director of State Legislative Affairs for 
the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association (OOIDA).  OOIDA is the 
largest trade association representing the views of small-business trucking 
professionals and professional truck drivers.  We have more than 155,000 members 
nationwide, including nearly 850 who reside in Connecticut and thousands more 
who operate on Connecticut highways every day. 
 
It is our understanding that HB 5044 would close rest areas on I-84 in Southington 
and Willington.  While we are unfamiliar with Connecticut’s overall budget 
constraints, closing down rest areas will jeopardize public safety and do very little 
to balance the state budget. 
 
As you may know, commercial truck parking is a significant challenge for truck 
drivers nationwide.  Rest areas generally provide access to facilities, such as 
running water, toilets, sinks, and vending machines, and better protection from 
theft, vandalism, assault, and worse.  In terms of compliance, they allow drivers to 
comply with the federal hours-of-service rest requirements for short and long 
periods of time.   
 
While the exact impacts of closing rest areas on I-84 are unknown, we are 
confident it would unnecessarily put truck drivers and the traveling public at risk, 
effectively creating more issues than it’s intended to solve.  In short, rest areas 
should remain open. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.              


