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RE: HB-5411 - AN ACT CONCERNING DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING THE LOCAL BRIDGE PROGRAM, THE
ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC TRANSIT, WORK ZONE SAFETY FUNDS, THE
TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT, COMMUTER PARKING
ARFAS,REVISIONS TO STATUTES RELATED TO TRANSPORTATION AND
OUTDATED REPORTING MANDATES

The Connecticut Council of Small Towns (COST) supports Section 1 of the bill which: 1)
Increases the grant percentage under the Local Bridge Program to 50%; and 2) Updates the
eligibility criteria consistent with the Federal Highway Administration (FITWA) classifications, ,

Towns and cities in Connecticut are responsible for maintaining more than 3,400 bridges and
culverts, Recognizing the importance of a well-maintained transportation infrastructure,
Governor Malloy and lawmakers restored funding for the Local Bridge Program to assist
municipalities in performing essential upgrades and maintenance of local bridges.

This program has helped repair and upgrade bridges determined to be structurally deficient to
ensure the safety and reliability of our local infrastructure. Increasing the grant percentage and
updating the eligibility eriteria is an important step in assisting communities in moving forward
with critical infrastructure upgrades.

COST urges your support for Section 1 of the bill.

COST is an advocacy organization commitied to giving small towns a sfrong voice in the
fegislative process. Its members are Connecticut towns with populations of less than 30,000.
COST champions the major policy needs and concerns of Connecticut’s suburban and rural
fowns.
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