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Referred to Committee on COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN

Introduced by:
(KID)

AN ACT CONCERNING PERMANENCY HEARINGS, YOUTH
ADVISORY COUNCILS AND FOSTER FAMILIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

—_

Section 1. Subsection (k) of section 46b-129 of the 2016 supplement
to the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in
lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2016):

@D N

(k) (1) (A) Nine months after placement of the child or youth in the
care and custody of the commissioner pursuant to a voluntary
placement agreement, or removal of a child or youth pursuant to
section 17a-101g or an order issued by a court of competent

jurisdiction, whichever is earlier, the commissioner shall file a motion

O 0 NI O U1 B

for review of a permanency plan if the child or youth has not reached
10 his or her eighteenth birthday. Nine months after a permanency plan
11 has been approved by the court pursuant to this subsection or
12 subdivision (5) of subsection (j) of this section, the commissioner shall
13  file a motion for review of the permanency plan. Any party seeking to
14  oppose the commissioner's permanency plan, including a relative of a
15  child or youth by blood or marriage who has intervened pursuant to
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subsection (d) of this section and is licensed as a foster parent for such
child or youth or is vested with such child's or youth's temporary
custody by order of the court, shall file a motion in opposition not later
than thirty days after the filing of the commissioner's motion for
review of the permanency plan, which motion shall include the reason
therefor. A permanency hearing on any motion for review of the
permanency plan shall be held not later than ninety days after the
tiling of such motion. The court shall hold evidentiary hearings in
connection with any contested motion for review of the permanency
plan and credible hearsay evidence regarding any party's compliance
with specific steps ordered by the court shall be admissible at such
evidentiary hearings. The commissioner shall have the burden of
proving that the proposed permanency plan is in the best interests of
the child or youth. After the initial permanency hearing, subsequent
permanency hearings shall be held not less frequently than every
twelve months while the child or youth remains in the custody of the
Commissioner of Children and Families or, if the youth is over
eighteen years of age, while the youth remains in voluntary placement
with the department. The court shall provide notice to the child or
youth, the parent or guardian of such child or youth, and any
intervenor of the time and place of the court hearing on any such
motion not less than fourteen days prior to such hearing. If a child is at

least twelve vears of age, the Commissioner of Children and Families

shall arrange for the child to be present at such hearing and shall

provide transportation for such child to and from such hearing, if

necessary. The court may excuse a child from attending such hearing

upon the court's determination that (i) the child has received notice of

such hearing pursuant to the provisions of this subparagraph, (ii) the
child has decided not to attend such hearing, and (iii) the child has
consulted with his or her representative or attorney regarding his or

her decision not to attend such hearing.

(B) (i) If a child is at least twelve years of age, the child's

permanency plan, and any revision to such plan, shall be developed in
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consultation with the child. In developing or revising such plan, the
child may consult up to two individuals participating in the
department's case plan regarding such child, neither of whom shall be
the foster parent or caseworker of such child. One individual so
selected by such child may be designated as the child's advisor for
purposes of developing or revising the permanency plan.

(ii) If a child is at least twelve years of age, the commissioner shall
notify the parent or guardian, foster parent and child of any
administrative case review regarding such child's commitment not less
than five days prior to such review and shall make a reasonable effort
to schedule such review at a time and location that allows the parent or

guardian, foster parent and child to attend.

(iii) If a child is at least twelve years of age, such child shall,
whenever possible, identify not more than three adults with whom
such child has a significant relationship and who may serve as a
permanency resource. The identity of such adults shall be recorded in

the case plan of such child.

(iv) Not later than January 1, 2016, and annually thereafter, the
commissioner shall submit a report, in accordance with the provisions
of section 11-4a, to the joint standing committees of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to children and the
judiciary, on the number of case plans in which children have
identified adults with whom they have a significant relationship and

who may serve as a permanency resource.

(2) At a permanency hearing held in accordance with the provisions
of subdivision (1) of this subsection, the court shall approve a
permanency plan that is in the best interests of the child or youth and
takes into consideration the child's or youth's need for permanency.
The child's or youth's health and safety shall be of paramount concern
in formulating such plan. Such permanency plan may include the goal

of (A) revocation of commitment and reunification of the child or
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youth with the parent or guardian, with or without protective
supervision; (B) transfer of guardianship or permanent legal
guardianship; (C) filing of termination of parental rights and adoption;
or (D) for a child sixteen years of age or older, another planned
permanent living arrangement ordered by the court, provided the
Commissioner of Children and Families has documented a compelling
reason why it would not be in the best interests of the child or youth
for the permanency plan to include the goals in subparagraphs (A) to
(©), inclusive, of this subdivision. Such other planned permanent
living arrangement shall, whenever possible, include an adult who has
a significant relationship with the child, and who is willing to be a
permanency resource, and may include, but not be limited to,
placement of a youth in an independent living program or long term

foster care with an identified foster parent.

(3) If the permanency plan for a child sixteen years of age or older
includes the goal of another planned permanent living arrangement
pursuant to subparagraph (D) of subdivision (2) of this subsection or
subdivision (3) of subsection (c) of section 17a-111b, the department
shall document for the court: (A) The manner and frequency of efforts
made by the department to return the child home or to secure
placement for the child with a fit and willing relative, legal guardian or
adoptive parent; and (B) the steps the department has taken to ensure
(i) the child's foster family home or child care institution is following a
reasonable and prudent parent standard, as defined in section 17a-
114d; and (ii) the child has regular opportunities to engage in age
appropriate and developmentally appropriate activities, as defined in
section 17a-114d.

(4) At a permanency hearing held in accordance with the provisions
of subdivision (1) of this subsection, the court shall (A) (i) ask the child
or youth about his or her desired permanency outcome, or (ii) if the
child or youth is unavailable to appear at such hearing, require the
attorney for the child or youth to consult with the child or youth

regarding the child's or youth's desired permanency outcome and
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report the same to the court, (B) review the status of the child or youth,
(C) review the progress being made to implement the permanency
plan, (D) determine a timetable for attaining the permanency plan, (E)
determine the services to be provided to the parent if the court
approves a permanency plan of reunification and the timetable for
such services, and (F) determine whether the commissioner has made
reasonable efforts to achieve the permanency plan. The court may
revoke commitment if a cause for commitment no longer exists and it

is in the best interests of the child or youth.

(5) If the permanency plan for a child sixteen years of age or older
includes the goal of another planned permanent living arrangement
pursuant to subparagraph (D) of subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
court shall (A) (i) ask the child about his or her desired permanency
outcome, or (ii) if the child is unavailable to appear at a permanency
hearing held in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (1) of
this subsection, require the attorney for the child to consult with the
child regarding the child's desired permanency outcome and report
the same to the court; (B) make a judicial determination that, as of the
date of hearing, another planned permanent living arrangement is the
best permanency plan for the child; and (C) document the compelling
reasons why it is not in the best interest of the child to return home or
to be placed with a fit and willing relative, legal guardian or adoptive

parent.

(6) If the court approves the permanency plan of adoption: (A) The
Commissioner of Children and Families shall file a petition for
termination of parental rights not later than sixty days after such
approval if such petition has not previously been filed; (B) the
commissioner may conduct a thorough adoption assessment and
child-specific recruitment; and (C) the court may order that the child
be photo-listed within thirty days if the court determines that such
photo-listing is in the best interests of the child or youth. As used in
this subdivision, "thorough adoption assessment" means conducting

and documenting face-to-face interviews with the child or youth,
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foster care providers and other significant parties and "child specific
recruitment" means recruiting an adoptive placement targeted to meet
the individual needs of the specific child or youth, including, but not
limited to, use of the media, use of photo-listing services and any other
in-state or out-of-state resources that may be used to meet the specific
needs of the child or youth, unless there are extenuating circumstances
that indicate that such efforts are not in the best interests of the child or

youth.
Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) As used in this section:

(1) "Child" or "children" means any person or persons under
eighteen years of age, except as otherwise specified, or any person or
persons under twenty-one years of age who is or are in full-time
attendance in a secondary school, a technical school, a college or a

state-accredited job training program; and

(2) "Child care facility" has the same meaning as provided in section
17a-93 of the general statutes.

(b) Not later than January 1, 2017, the Commissioner of Children
and Families shall require each child care facility that has the capacity
to house not less than ten children to establish a youth advisory
council. Each youth advisory council shall (1) create leadership
opportunities for children residing in such child care facility, (2) enable
children residing in such child care facility an opportunity to express
and address grievances, (3) encourage open communication with staff
members of such child care facility, and (4) enable children residing in
such child care facility to develop skills, including, but not limited to,

peer advocacy, public speaking and conflict resolution.

(c) The Commissioner of Children and Families shall establish
procedures to enable each youth advisory council to report, not less
than quarterly, to each youth advisory board established pursuant to
section 17a-10c of the general statutes to offer recommendations for

policy and practice reforms to be used in child care facilities.
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Sec. 3. Subsection (b) of section 17a-114 of the 2016 supplement to
the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective October 1, 2016):

(b) (1) No child in the custody of the Commissioner of Children and
Families shall be placed in foster care with any person, unless (A) (i)
such person is licensed for that purpose by the department or the
Department of Developmental Services pursuant to the provisions of
section 17a-227, or [(B)] (ii) such person's home is approved by a child
placing agency licensed by the commissioner pursuant to section 17a-
149, or [(C)] (iii) such person has received approval as provided in this
section, and (B) on and after January 1, 2017, for a child twelve vears of

age or older, such child has received a foster family profile in

accordance with the provisions of section 4 of this act. Any person

licensed by the department may be a prospective adoptive parent. The
commissioner shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 54, to establish the licensing procedures and

standards.

(2) The commissioner shall require each applicant for licensure or
approval pursuant to this section and any person sixteen years of age
or older living in the household of such applicant to submit to state
and national criminal history records checks prior to issuing a license
or approval to such applicant to accept placement of a child for
purposes of foster care or adoption. Such criminal history records
checks shall be conducted in accordance with section 29-17a. The
commissioner shall also check the state child abuse registry established
pursuant to section 17a-101k for the name of such applicant and for the
name of any person sixteen years of age or older living in the
household of such applicant.

(3) The commissioner, at his or her discretion, may require any
person sixteen years of age or older, who is not living in the household
but who has regular unsupervised access to a child in the home of an
applicant for licensure or approval, to submit to state and national
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criminal history records checks prior to issuing a license or approval to
such applicant to accept placement of a child. Such criminal history
records checks shall be conducted in accordance with section 29-17a.
The commissioner may also check the state child abuse registry
established pursuant to section 17a-101k for the name of any person
sixteen years of age or older who is not living in the household but

who has regular unsupervised access to a child.

(4) The commissioner shall require each individual licensed or
approved pursuant to this section and any person sixteen years of age
or older living in the household of such individual to submit to state
and national criminal history records checks prior to renewing a

license or approval for any individual providing foster care.

(5) The commissioner, at his or her discretion, may require any
person sixteen years of age or older who is not living in the household
but who has regular unsupervised access to a child in the home of any
individual licensed or approved pursuant to this section to submit to
state and national criminal history records checks prior to renewing a

license or approval for such individual providing foster care.

Sec. 4. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) On and after January 1,
2017, the Commissioner of Children and Families shall create a foster
family profile on each foster family, as defined in section 17a-93 of the
general statutes, for distribution to each child twelve years of age or
older who is placed in foster care pursuant to section 17a-114 of the
general statutes, as amended by this act. Such foster family profile
shall be distributed to such child not less than seven days prior to such
child being placed with such foster family and shall contain
information including, but not limited to, the name and location of the
school the child will attend, the name, age and gender of each
individual living in the household, the sleeping arrangements in the
household, information on the presence of pets in the household and a
brief summary of household expectations. The provisions of this
subsection shall not apply to a child placed with a fictive kin caregiver,
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as defined in section 17a-114 of the general statutes, as amended by

this act, relative caregiver or special study foster parent.

(b) Not later than January 1, 2017, the Department of Children and
Families shall develop or approve a foster care family survey for
distribution to each child seven years of age or older who is removed
from or leaves a foster family. On and after January 1, 2017, the
department shall (1) distribute a foster family survey to a child not
later than fifteen days after such child is removed from or leaves a
foster home, and (2) catalogue the results of such foster family surveys
to gather data that may be used by the department to recruit, train and

retain high-quality foster families.

(c) Not later than January 1, 2018, the Commissioner of Children
and Families shall submit a report, in accordance with the provisions
of section 11-4a of the general statutes, to the joint standing committee
of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to
children on the status of the initiatives prescribed in subsections (a)
and (b) of this section.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 October 1, 2016 46b-129(k)
Sec. 2 from passage New section
Sec. 3 October 1, 2016 17a-114(b)
Sec. 4 from passage New section

Statement of Purpose:

To enable children twelve years of age and older who are under the
custody of the Department of Children and Families to have a more
prominent voice during permanency hearings, to require youth
advisory councils at certain child care facilities, to require the
department to provide foster care family profiles to foster children and
to solicit feedback from certain foster children to better recruit, train
and retain high-quality foster parents.
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[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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