Andrew Wood
50 St. Nicholas Road, Darien CT

apwood24@email.com

Dear Senator Larson, Representative Dargan, Senator Guglielmo, Representative Zupkus, [ write
in support of H.B, 5406 An Act Concerning Permitting Public Safety Personnel to Use Blue
Lights.

I am an Advanced Emergency Medical Technician and have been serving as a volunteer
with Darien EMS for over eight years. Currently, members of volunteer ambulance services use
flashing green lights in their own vehicles when responding to a medical emergency. While
volunteer firefighters are afforded the use of flashing blue lights in their vehicles to respond to
fire calls. Blue lights are far more effective at getting the attention of other motorists on the road
thus allowing a more rapid response of volunteer ambulance personnel to life threatening
medical emergencies. '

Only four other states use green lights for volunteer first responders, and it’s easy to
understand why there are so few. The fact is, flashing green lights simply don’t have the publid
recognition as being emergency lights. In my experience it actually causes confusion. In medical
emergencies seconds count, there is no reason at all that Connecticut’s emergency medical
service volunteers or the residents of our state should be put at a disadvantage because green
lights were used instead of blue.

Furthermore, it is not of critical importance to be able to identity the affiliation of a
volunteer first responder by the color of the lights in their vehicle. Once arriving on scene you
are able to identify yourself to the person in command, who is then able to determine where the
volunieer is needed.

Volunteer ambulance services and fire departments are equally vital to the safety of our
residents and neither needs to be handicapped. Both serve to keep people safe. Tradition
shouldn’t dictate public safety in an emergency. Because fire has had blue and EMS has had
green for decades, doesn’t mean that it isn’t time for that to change for the safety of Connecticut
residents.

I encourage the Public Safety Committee to support this bill and move it out of
committee for a vote by the full legislature. Thank you for your consideration and [ would be

happy to answer any questions.




