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Testimony

In Support of Raised House Bill No, 5273
An Act Concerning the Penalty for Assault of an Off-Duty Police Officer.

Public Safety and Security Committee
March 1, 2016

Dear Chairman Dargan, Chairman Larson, Senator Guglietmo, Rep, Zupkus and distinguished members of the
Public Salety and Security Committce,

Fam writing in support of raised House Bill No, 5273 An Act Concerning the Penalty for Assault of An Off-
Puty Police Officer.,

[ encourage the committee fo support this bill, and the brave men and women who risk their lives every day for
the people of Connecticut, These individuals, who proudly protect their citizens, deserve that same level of
protection [rom those who have the power to provide it. FIB-5273 gives the legislators of this State the
opportunity to enhance penalties for assaulting off-duty officers, and send a message that this action will not be
tolerated. Even when being “off the clock,” Connecticut police officers continue to defend and serve, and they
should be afforded the peace of mind in the degree of protection that they are entitled to.

A legislator is sworn {o represent and provide for their constituents to the best of their ability, just as a police
officer is sworn (o proiect and serve the public. The heroic officers of the State of Connecticut have more than
fulfilled their duty; it is time for legislators to do the same by voting in favor of House Bill-5273.

Thank you for your attention to this issue.

Sinccrcly,
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l:nc C. Berthel
State Representative — 68™ District
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