135 Day Street, 2nd Floor, 2H
CON N ECT|CUT Newington, CT 06111

Phone: 860.721.0384

RECREATION & PARKS
ASSOCIATION Fax: 860.529.8708

Email: info@crpa.com
Web: www.crpa.com

Testimony on behalf of
The Connecticut Recreation and Parks Association, Inc.
Before the Public Health Committee
March 2, 2016

Raised Bill 296 — An Act Concerning The Provision of Healthy Food In Vending
Machines Operated on State Property And
Recommendations from the Child Obesity Taskforce

The Connecticut Recreation and Parks Association, Inc. (CRPA) is a nonprofit charitable organization whose
mission is to provide a network of support to our members through professional development and resources
in order to enhance the quality of recreation and parks services in Connecticut. CRPA represents over 650
individual professionals from municipal, nonprofit and private, park, recreation & camp organizations, as well
as over 130 of the 169 municipal park and recreation departments in Connecticut.

For more than 65 years, ensuring that children have the greatest opportunity to safely participate in physical
activity as a means to combat the obesity epidemic has been central to CRPA’s mission. Raised Bill 296 could
have adverse effects and actually limit access to recreation.

Therefore, CRPA reluctantly cannot support Raised Bill 296

More specifically, CRPA cannot support section 2 lines 27-31 of the proposed bill which would prohibit
advertising of or a logo representing a food item on public school grounds that does not meet the nutrition
standards published by the Department of Education.

Municipal recreation departments face an uphill battle when trying to find funding to maintain fields and
facilities. With the state reduction in municipal funding looming it is more paramount than ever that
municipal departments have access to alternative funding sources. One such funding source is the sale of
advertising at concession stands, on scoreboards, and on facility fencing to name a few. Eliminating this
funding source will hurt residents’ access to recreation and limit the maintenance of these facilities.

CRPA believes that there is a better way to reach children of all ages, by teaching them the benefits of healthy
eating. CRPA strongly supports modifying the physical education & health curriculum in schools. This will
reach all children, not just those that play or watch sporting events. Age appropriate education regarding
healthy eating would not be an additional mandate on schools. It would merely modify what is currently
being taught. This approach would accomplish the end goal without the unintended consequence of reduced
funding for physical activity programs and facilities.

CRPA has been working with such groups as the Connecticut Parent Teachers Association and the Connecticut
Association of Schools to support such an approach and commits to continue that effort. We can reach far
more children with this positive approach than by passing a ban on advertising as suggested in SB 296.



CRPA believes that physical activity and education are two of the most important and effective means in
combating America’s obesity epidemic. As stated, this bill could have adverse effects and actually limit access
to recreation. Therefore, CRPA opposes Raised Bill 296.
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