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To:! The!Members!of!the!Connecticut!Public!Health!Committee!
!
Re:! Senate!Bill!292!!

A!Bill!to!License!Behavior!Analysis!Practitioners!
!
Date:! ! February!29,!2016!
!
!
I!write!to!you!today!on!behalf!of!Autism!Speaks,!the!world’s!largest!science!and!
advocacy!autism!organization,!in!enthusiastic!support!of!Senate!Bill,!292,!a!bill!to!
license!behavior!analysis!practitioners.!
!
Autism!is!a!neurodevelopmental!disorder!that,!according!to!the!CDC,!affects!1!in!
every!!68!children.!!It!is!four!times!more!common!in!boys!than!girls!and!involves:!
!

• Impaired!Communication!
• Impaired!Social!Interaction!
• Repetitive!or!Stereotyped!Patterns!of!Behavior!
• Narrow!Range!of!Interests!

!
Early!diagnosis!and!treatment!are!critical!to!a!positive!outcome!for!individuals!with!
an!autism!spectrum!disorder!(ASD).!!Treatment!is!prescribed!by!a!licensed!
physician!or!licensed!psychologist!and!generally!involves:!
!

• Behavioral!health!treatment,!including!Applied!Behavior!Analysis!(ABA)!
Therapy!

• Speech,!Occupational!and!Physical!Therapy!
• Psychological,!Psychiatric,!and!Pharmaceutical!Care!

!
43!states,!Connecticut!being!one!of!the!early!adopters,!require!health!insurance!
coverage!of!autism!treatment,!including!behavioral!health!treatments!like!applied!
behavior!analysis.!!In!addition,!in!July,!2014,!CMS!released!guidance!requiring!the!
medically!necessary!care!for!autism!be!covered!under!Medicaid’s!EPSDT!provision.!
!
Applied!Behavior!Analysis!(ABA)!is!one!of!the!most!commonly!prescribed!
treatments!for!autism!and!is!provided!and!supervised!by!Board!Certified!Behavior!
Analysts,!of!which!there!are!more!than!500!in!Connecticut.!!!
!



The!Behavior!Analyst!Certification!Board!(BACB)!was!established!in!1998!to!
develop!a!program!for!credentialing!practitioners!of!ABA.!!!Completion!of!specified!
coursework!and!supervised!experiential!training!are!also!required!to!qualify!to!take!
the!certification!exams,!which!are!psychometrically!valid!and!reliable!assessments!
of!knowledge!of!the!subject!matter.!Both!BACB!certification!programs!are!accredited!
by!the!well\respected!National!Commission!for!Certifying!Agencies!of!the!Institute!
for!Credentialing!Excellence.!!
The!BACB!credentials!are!recognized!in!numerous!laws!and!regulations!in!dozens!of!
states!and!accepted!by!many!private!and!public!health!insurance!plans.!Specifically,!
Board!Certified!Behavior!Analysts!!(BCBA’s)!are!recognized!in!many!venues!as!
qualified!professionals!who!can!practice!independently,!without!supervision!from!
members!of!other!professions!
!
Currently!24!states!have!licensure!for!BCBA’s,!including!New!York,!Massachusetts!
and!Rhode!Island.!!Passage!of!licensure!in!Connecticut!will!help!provide!state\
specific!consumer!projection!and!will!prove!helpful!in!ensuring!that!families!have!
access!to!care!by!qualified!professionals!under!both!private!health!insurance!and!
Medicaid.!!!
!!
I!urge!members!of!the!committee!to!pass!SB!292!as!quickly!as!possible.!!Please!do!
not!hesitate!to!let!me!know!if!you!have!questions!or!need!additional!information.!!I!
can!be!contacted!at!judith.ursitti@autismspeaks.org!or!(508)!785\4074.!
!
Kind!regards,!
!
!
Judith!Ursitti!
!
!
!


