Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter and members of the Public Health Committee. My
name is Donna Haghighat, and | am a CT resident and also the Chief Engagement and
Advocacy Officer of YWCA Hartford Region. | appreciate the opportunity to submit this written
testimony to you.

| support SB 216, AN ACT EXPANDING THE SALES TAX EXEMPTION TO INCLUDE
FEMININE HYGIENE PRODUCTS AND DISPOSABLE OR REUSABLE DIAPERS.

Women should not be taxed for being women and imposing sales tax for feminine hygiene
products essentially does that. Women cannot control their need for feminine hygiene products.
These products are necessities just as food and medicine are and should be treated like food
and medicine and not be subject to tax. | urge you to expand the sales tax exemption to these
products.

Most licensed day care centers require parents and caregivers to provide a steady supply of
diapers, primarily disposable. Low-income parents cannot take advantage of free or subsidized
childcare if they cannot afford to leave disposable diapers at childcare centers. If parents cannot
access daycare, then they are less able to attend work or school on a consistent basis. This in
turn leads to increased economic instability and a continuation of the cycle of poverty. | urge you
to expand the sales tax exemption to disposable diapers.

Eliminating sales tax on diapers and feminine hygiene products amounts to a 6.35
percent price drop. While this does negatively impact state revenue it has an enormous impact
on women and families that are struggling to make ends meet.
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