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Connecticut Fund for the Environment (CFE) is a non-profit environmental organization with over 5,500 

members statewide. The mission of CFE, and its bi-state program Save the Sound, is to protect and 

improve the land, air, and water of Connecticut and Long Island Sound. We use legal and scientific 

expertise and bring people together to achieve results that benefit our environment for current and future 

generations. 

 

Dear Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, and members of the Public Health Committee:  

 

Connecticut Fund for the Environment, and its bi-state program Save the Sound (CFE/Save the Sound) 

expresses its support for HB 5540. The present approval process essentially allows for automatic approval 

of the Water Planning Council’s plan when no timely action is made by the legislature. This is a poor 

process, and such defects must be fixed. 

 

There should be no unnecessary delay to the implementation of a state plan. HB 5540 as proposed will 

actually accelerate the process of getting a state plan that is reasonably close to the plan created by the 

Water Planning Council, without the defective automatic approval. Specifically, this bill would require 

that if legislative committees do not approve the plan, they would return it to the Water Planning Council 

with recommendations for changes, rather than have the committee make modifications to the plan and 

then send the revised version to the general assembly for approval. The bill then requires the general 

assembly to approve the plan, or it is deemed to be rejected. If the plan is not adopted by the general 

assembly, then the Office of Policy and Management must work with the Water Planning Council and 

submit relevant legislation from the plan so it can be considered on its own merits. This is a much better 

process than what is currently in place. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
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