Tollie Miller - 88 Kenmore Rd., Bloomfield, CT.

Testimony for the Planning and Development Committee Hearing March 11,
2016

Support for Substitute SB422 AAC Residential Water Rates, Public Drinking
Water Supply Emergencies and the Sellers of Bottled Water

Dear Co-Chairs Senator Osten and Rep. Miller and Members of the Planning and
Development Committee,

| am a resident of Bloomfield of 15 years, and am at the epicenter of the citizen
protest against a Niagara Bottling plant coming to our town. The last three
months of immersion in the world of the extractive, profit driven water bottling
industry has shown me that this crisis stretches far beyond Bloomfield, to all
corners of our state, the Northeast, and our country. It has revealed the insular,
arrogant attitude of the MDC, and the alarming lack of state policy to protect and
manage our water. We need this legislation badly to avert scenarios like those in
California, Florida, Michigan and Maine. In each of these states, water bottling
companies, given a foothold under the guise of economic development, have
sued their way into control of the community’s water. How many times do these
scenarios have to play out before we learn to protect this critical resource?

For too long, | have also taken our access to safe drinking water for granted. “It’s
not a problem in the Northeast. We are not the parched West.” But in fact,
climate change is impacting the water tables everywhere. This winter is the
mildest on record by far, with no snowpack to recharge our water supply. This fall
we were in a mild drought throughout the state. MDC doesn’t figure the impact of
climate change into their projections of our water supply, and the figures they use
to guage the water supply are taken from data of the 1990’s. The MDC HAS
maintained a fine quality of safe drinking water. Ironically, this is exactly why
Niagara is so interested in creating their hub plant for the Northeast region here;
they also are buying up access to CT spring water, which will be used to create a
‘better taste’ in their bottled water.

My community of concerned citizens have laid out the facts about the exploitative
nature of both Niagara and the MDC; the subterfuge of planning that went on out



of sight or hearing by the public; the lack of state agency control over the MDC
that would slow or stop the commodification of our water. It has taken long hours
of research, interviews, and study to reveal how truly vulnerable our water supply
is to the profit motive of multinational water bottling companies and the
unchecked irresponsibility of our own MDC. They are the STEWARDS of our water,
not the merchants.

My question to you lawmakers, who are the elected stewards of our civic and
public health, is the following. What do you want your legacy to be — that you
ignored this crisis, and all the sobering information brought to you by concerned
citizens, allowing our water to be drained for out of state sale? Or will that legacy
be that you stepped up to protect access to safe drinking water for generations to
come? Now is the time to tackle this critical issue — by supporting this bill, which is
the first step towards a comprehensive statewide water use policy.

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue.



