Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 422

AN ACT CONCERNING RESIDENTIAL WATER RATES, PUBLIC
DRINKING WATER SUPPLY EMERGENCIES AND SELLERS OF
BOTTLED WATER
M. Saud Anwar
Town Council- South Windsor, CT

Senate Chair Osten, House Chair Miller, Vice Chairs, Ranking Members and Members of
the Planning and Development Committee:

My name is Saud Anwar and I want to thank you all for allowing me the opportunity to
share my support of SB 422 — An Act Concerning Residential Water Rates, Public
Drinking Water Supply Emergencies and Sellers of Bottled Water.

As a South Windsor Town Councilor and a former mayor who has supported many
economic development projects, | have some concerns about many aspects of the
plan to bring Niagara Bottling to Bloomfield.

While I can understand the Bloomfield Town Council’s desire to bring jobs and
businesses to their town, but I am troubled that the Metropolitan District
Commission is selling water to a for-profit bottling company at a discounted rate. If
the MDC reservoir capacity supports the sale of 1.8 million gallons per day, I believe
that MDC be offering a discount to all of its customers.

[ also strongly feel that in situation if the Commissioner of Public Health orders the
implementation of water use restrictions during a public drinking water supply
emergency, the sale of water to residential consumers be prioritized over the sale of
water to commercial entities for the duration of such public drinking water supply
emergency.

And finally, as a community, we need to think about whether it makes sense to
create even more plastic bottles. And if the creation of more plastic bottles and their
impact on our environment makes the two or three dozen jobs created worth the
price.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony to you today.

Respectfully Submitted

M. Saud Anwar



