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Dear Senator Cathy Osten, Representative Philip Miller, and Planning and 
Development Committee Members:  

My name is Mark Saunders. I was born in Hartford and have been a Bloomfield 
homeowner for 18 years. Recent events have made clear the state’s urgent 
need to pass legislation protecting its most precious resource, clean water.  

Water is everywhere in our lives, and we only think about water when it 
disappears. And, as a planet, it is doing just that. James S. Famiglietti is the 
Senior Water Scientist at the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, CA 
and a professor of Earth System Science at the University of California, Irvine. 
This water issue involves NASA because the best way to get a global picture of 
this event is through satellite imaging. His study concludes that “[water 
depletion is] a very clear trend happening all around the world…The North 
China plain, The Himalayas, northwestern India, Bangladesh, Middle East, 
southern South America, Argentina, Brazil, California.” Fresh water, as a 
resource, is disappearing on the planet.  

Dr. Antonio Nobre, climatologist at the Nation Institute of Amazonian Research 
believes the causes of this worldwide water crisis is the deforestation of the 
rain forests across the equator…the Amazon, the Congo, and in South Asia. 
Water regeneration has been seriously compromised. The shrinking sizes of 
rain forests simply can’t keep up with water consumption and contamination.  

Corporate greed and short-sightedness is alive and well in our current business 
model. The laws that you make here are humanity’s last chance to slow or 
reverse this measurable trend before nature makes some final decisions of her 
own. When she clearly speaks with roaming droughts and a changing global 
climate, I don’t expect corporate America to listen, but it is my hope that you 
will.  

Locally, California based Niagara Bottling, LLC, wants to come to the northeast. 
Of course they do. We still have water. They want to make us plant number 23. 

Although he proudly confirms no formal agreement with Niagara, MDC CEO 
Mr. Jellison announced new ordinances to our town council on December 14, 



2015, just minutes after stating, “The MDC and the town of Bloomfield jumped 
through hoops to accommodate and attract Niagara.”  Using the Freedom of 
Information Act, we accessed e-mails like this one from Todd Uhlick of Niagara 
to Scott Jellison of the MDC dated August 20, 2015. “At this stage, the Special 
Sewer Service Charge (“SSSC”) imposed by the MDC, if not mitigated in 
someway, makes our move to an area within MDC jurisdiction essentially cost 
prohibitive.” So the MDC went to work to make numbers that would work for 
Niagara, and did it autonomously. They created two new ordinances. One that 
mitigates the sewer rate by an unbelievable 50-80%, and the other that offer 
high-volume discounts for the water. These ordinances encourage the 
squander of CT’s clean water and simplify a solution to the MDC’s ill-conceived 
problem: water conservation.  

Yes, the MDC is blaming water conservation for their lack of money. We, as a 
state, cannot be simultaneously running an effective water conservation 
campaign with CT residents while incentivizing water use through high-volume 
discounts to water extractors. What is the point of state mandated low-flo 
shower heads and toilets? If water conservation is considered a problem by its 
stewards, something (or someone) needs to be replaced. 

Imagine a corporate pipeline pumping millions of gallons of water a day out of 
our state, 363 days a year, with no end date.  Now substitute toxic and 
inefficient methods to relocate the water and you’ve got a water bottling plant. 
If I’m in the business of selling water, which Mr. Jellison and chairman Mr. 
DiBella have stated clearly, this sounds like a perfect arrangement.   

In fact, the MDC was formed to develop and maintain a safe yield of clean 
water for residential and commercial use, while constructing and maintaining 
delivery systems for that water. They are selling the delivery of water, NOT the 
water itself.  

Do they own the water? If your answer is no, the state needs to give the MDC 
these clear guidelines by passing Substitute SB422 in this session. Implement 
legislation that supersedes these kind of back room deals and support a 
moratorium on high-volume discounts for extractors until the state has thought 
through its water policy. 

There is a distinction that the MetroHartford Alliance and other CT economic 
development teams need to make as well. Water extractors are NOT 
manufacturers. The only thing a water bottling company manufactures is 
plastic bottles, while extracting and transporting large volumes of water out of 
the watershed or aquifer in which it is built.  

While we, as a state, can’t dictate any company’s decision to bottle water, we 
can insist that they do it on their own dime. They should pay full price for the 



use of delivery infrastructure that for decades have been built and maintained 
by its rate-paying residents. 

This legislation does not eliminate water discounts, but makes a distinction 
between manufacturing and extracting companies. Extracting water should not 
qualify for a discount in CT.  The water here is our gem, and it will only 
continue to grow in value, unless we allow its discount. 

Even Connecticut’s Department of Administrative Services Bottled Water 
Policy states:  “State Agencies shall not purchase bottled water in any 
circumstance unless the tap water at the location is deemed un-potable…” 
Why, then, would the state’s representatives allow its municipalities to 
accommodate and attract bottling companies by allowing water and sewer 
discounts that prioritize large corporate extractors over its residents. 

I ask that you support  Substitute SB422, ensuring residential and commercial 
equality when accessing CT water, and ensuring that any water bottler will 
ALWAYS pay the same amount for water and sewer services that residents pay.  
Re-establish a citizen MDC (Metropolitan District Commission) watch dog 
committee. Impose a moratorium on any new large capacity agreements until 
the State Water Plan is completed. 

Thank you, 

Mark Saunders 

===========================VERBAL============================ 

Mark Saunders 
13 Pent Rd 
Bloomfield, CT 

Support for Substitute S.B. 422  
An Act Concerning Residential Water Rates, Public Drinking Water Supply 
Emergencies and Sellers of Bottles Water  
Hearing: Friday, March 11th 

Dear Senator Cathy Osten, Representative Philip Miller, and Planning and 
Development Committee Members:  

My name is Mark Saunders, 13 Pent Rd, Bloomfield. I was born in Hartford, and 
have lived in CT most of my life. I care deeply about this state, just as you do. I 
am here to support substitute SB 422. 

My written testimony supplies support documentation. 



NASA, through satellite imaging, sees that ground water dehydration is now a 
global trend. Crisis areas include California, North China, the Himalayas, 
Bangladesh, the Middle East, Argentina, and Brazil.  Even though oceans are 
rising, fresh water, as a resource, is disappearing on the planet.  

Rain forests processing salt water into fresh. Continued tree harvesting there 
has crippled nature’s ability to regenerate fresh water on the planet. We are 
surrounded with the illusion of plentiful water with less and less to drink. 

Corporate greed is our current acceptable business model, so intervention is 
up to you. Your decisions are humanity’s last chance to bargain with nature 
before she makes final decisions of her own.  

Corporate greed will never listen. That’s why I’m here. Please look beyond our 
current limited pocket of plentiful water and support this bill quickly. 

I say quickly because right now in Connecticut, California based Niagara 
Bottling is making us plant number 23. They are only here because of yearly, 
multi-million dollar water discounts and a $5M abatement. The MDC and 
Bloomfield have now opened Connecticut’s doorway wide to water bottlers.  I 
am asking you to help us close the door.  State officials need to be the ones to 
choose the outcome of our water, not small town politics and autonomous 
municipalities.  

Two important distinctions. 

The first is the difference between manufacturing and extracting. A corporate 
pipeline pumping millions of gallons of water a day out of state would not be 
tolerated.  Substitute inefficient methods to move that water and you’ve got a 
bottling plant. The ONLY thing manufactured are toxic, single-use, plastic 
bottles. They are extractors. 

The second distinction…Whose water is it? The MDC believes it is theirs. But the 
MDC was formed to gather water for public use, and to maintain delivery 
systems for that water. They are selling a delivery service, NOT the water 
itself.  

If you believe water managers don’t own the water, the state needs to pass 
Substitute SB422. Implement legislation that supersedes back room deals. 
Close this loophole quickly and support a moratorium on high-volume bottling 
discounts until we have a state water policy. 

Thank you. 
Mark Saunders 




