March 8 2016

In Support of Substitute SB 422: An Act Concerning Residential Water Rates, Public Drinking
Water Supply Emergencies and the Sellers of Bottled Water

Hearing date: Friday, March 11, 2016

Senator Osten , Representative Miller and the Members of the Planning and Development Committee.

| am here to ask you to stand with Connecticut citizens over out-of-state, for-profit companies looking to
exploit our water resources at the expense of Connecticut citizens and ratepayers. |am here in person,
representing many friends and family members in saying no to Niagara, and yes to having a state-wide
water plan that protects our watershed generations down the line. Please support Senator Bye’s
practical Substitute SB 422, and help usher it into law.

The world is heading into an uncertain climate future that we can feel on a 72 degree early March day.
The era of putting clean good water in little, one-use plastic bottles (and ship it all over the place) is
starting to look like a really dumb idea. Like the Pontiac Aztec or Pets.com. We need to protect our
amazing watershed and aquifers. We need to see the big picture. We need to learn from the plights of
places like Groveland, FI. We do not want to attract a bottom feeding industry like that which Niagara
represents — and there will be more behind them if MDC follows it’s current path. Soon all of these
companies will be eyeing Greater Hartford as a target for extraction if Niagara were to complete their
secret deal to tap 1.8 million bottles of our wonderful water and ship it out of the area. All at a rate not
available to anyone in this room, or in this state. Once they are in, like a fishhook, it will be very hard
to get them out. What is the NET gain in dancing with a partner like this? These are not the companies
who will keep young people in Connecticut. They are heading to Boulder, and places that are looking to
the future.

We need to:

* Protect residents, not water bottlers during a drought. If the DPH declares a Drought Advisory,
the production of bottled water in CT needs to stop.

* Rescind water rate discounts for water bottlers. They extract large amounts of our municipal
water and spring water, fill the environment with plastic pollution, and profit while citizens are
conserving and paying more.

¢ Rescind the Special Sewer Service Charge discount for water bottlers (now known as the Clean
Water Project Charge). CT ratepayers have paid for years to build infrastructure for clean
water; no discounts for corporations.

* Re-establish a citizen MDC (Metropolitan District Commission) watch dog committee.

* Impose a moratorium on any new large capacity agreements until the State Water Plan is
completed and addresses the issue of water bottling companies diverting water out of
watersheds.

| urge you to support substitute SB422. Think about your kids and grandchildren. Think about your
families. Think about places where extraction companies are destroying entire communities.

Sincerely,

Doug Rankin

94 Brookmoor Rd

West Hartford, Ct 06107



