Benjamin Norland 3/10/2016
90 Thomas Street

West Hartford, Connecticut

06119

Re: Support for SB422

Hearing: March 11th, 2016

Bill Name: An Act Concerning Residential Water Rates, Public Drinking Water Supply
Emergencies and the Sellers of Bottled Water

To:
Planning and Development Committee

My name is Ben Norland. | am a science teacher in West Hartford and | am writing to
expressly declare my support for SB422 and Beth Bye’s efforts to protect our watershed. | am
deeply concerned with not just the secretive nature of this deal with Niagara but moreso the fact
of its approval in the first place. As a community we should abjectly oppose the disposable
water bottle industry. If we can’t do that, then we should at the very least seek to minimize the
environmental costs of such a wasteful product. When other towns have rejected Niagara, why
should we be the ones to accept?

Niagara should not be allowed to bottle water when residents are asked to conserve.
Those who profit from a wasteful product like bottled water should not be given discounts for
water when we all will continue to pay for the environmental damage they cause. We should
rescind the Clean Water Project Charge discount. We must re-establish a citizen MDC advisory
group. If we cannot kill this deal with Niagara, then we should impose a moratorium on any new
large scale capacity agreements until the State Water Plan is completed. We should tax every
bottle of water specifically to fund water infrastructure improvement and environmental
remediation. All bottles produced should be of entirely biodegradable material.

The commodification of our watershed is a dangerous precedent to set. Public goods
need to be protected forever. Sustainability directly describes behaviors that can be maintained
indefinitely without environmental damage. This deal is clearly not sustainable.

Sincerely,
Benjamin Norland

West Hartford Public Schools

*** below and attached you will find the comments of some of my students as well



Elena Filson

3/11/16

An Act Concerning Residential Water Rates, Public Drinking Water Supply Emergencies
and the Sellers of Bottled Water

“Support for Substitute SB 422

To the honorable chairs and members of the Planning and Development Committee. My
name is Elena Filson I am a Junior at Hall High School in West Hartford Connecticut. [ am
writing in opposition to the use of public water by the private company Niagra to sell plastic
water bottles to the public. Here are the reasons why I am opposed:

e The fact that if a drought were to occur we would not be focusing on funding our people
but instead funding the water bottles is absurd. When water shortages occur we need to
focus on preserving our water not over producing water bottles.

e The amount of plastic pollution that is going to go into this process is terrible for our
environment. As a state [ would like to think of as educated on environmental matters I
would feel ashamed if | knew that my “home” was hurting our earth this way. It all
comes down to the simple questions of; why are people willing to buy plastic water
bottles when we are privileged enough to basically get water for free?

e Connecticut citizens have been paying money to build infrastructure for clean water, they
were paying this money thinking it would not be going towards corporations. It is
deceiving the people of connecticut if you follow through with this company.

e Considering how bad plastic water bottles are for the environment, I suggest a 1 cent per

bottle tax on bottled water. This money can go towards water infrastructure and help

move recycling along.



Please consider my thoughts and help connecticut stay a state that people are proud to live in.
Thank you.

Sincerely, Elena Filson

Fitore Mehmeti

115 South Main Street

Friday March 11th, 2016
Support for Substitute SB 422

An Act Concerning Residential Water Rates Public Drinking Water Supply Emergencies
and the Sellers of Bottled Watered

Dear Planning and Development Committee,
There are multiple reasons we should not allow this company to invade our water supply. Most
importantly, it will jeopardizes Connecticut's citizens water supply and if we have had a drought,
we would have limited water, while this company has an unlimited supply. Also, this company
can make a big profit out of taking our water and selling it. Our state has been paying for a long
time to build infrastructure for clean water and now we’re just letting a random company take
advantage of us. Connecticut should not allow Niagara to buy land in Bloomfield to set up a
bottle manufacturing plant and use OUR water to mix in with other things, and sell it for a profit.
This is not beneficial to anyone in Connecticut or to our environment. Although this is legal for
now, we can stop this from happening and save our water as a community.



Jake Rosencranz
Friday March 11th, 2016
Support for Substitute SB 422

An Act Concerning Residential Water Rates Public Drinking Water Supply Emergencies
and the Sellers of Bottled Watered

| think that we should not share the water because if we were to have a drought they could take as much
water as they had agreed to take. But we have to control how much we use if we were to have a drought
and with them consistently taking more and more then we would have less water to shower with, drink, or
clean with. If we agree to this and fully put it into play the MDC would be making a good prophet of money,
but that would possibly cause many problems along the road to come. Also why would MDC give a discount
to a Calafornia Company for water that we have to pay normal price for.If MDC allows a company that is
across the whole country to buy water then what would other states/ water company's want to do with our
water.



