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Good afternoon, Honorable Chairs Rep. Miller and Sen. Osten, members of the Planning and 
Development Committee, my name is Richard Hart. I represent the Uniformed Professional 
Firefighters Association of Connecticut which represents 60 Local affiliates of the International 
Association of Firefighters. Membership in the UPFFA is comprised of approximately 4,000 Union 
firefighters in Connecticut. 

I am submitting testimony in opposition to S.B. No. 86 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING 
THE FIRE SAFETY CODE AND ONE, TWO AND THREE-FAMILY DWELLINGS. 
According to the United States Fire Administration (USFA), “Residential” is the leading property type 
for fire deaths (75.7%), fire injuries (79.1%) and fire dollar loss (52.2%).  By relaxing the fire code and 
requirements in three family homes, the legislature opens the door to further erode fire safety 
requirements in multifamily dwellings. “Properly installed and maintained smoke alarms provide an 
early warning signal to household members in the event that a fire occurs. Smoke alarms help save 
lives and property. The USFA continues to partner with other government agencies and fire service 
entities to improve and develop new smoke alarm technologies” (United States Fire Administration, 
2013).  
Most often, three family homes are not owner occupied; therefore the owner has no vested interest in 
ensuring there are working smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors unless the statute and code 
remains in force. The local Fire Marshal stills retains jurisdictional authority over three family homes 
in Connecticut, yet to remove the requirement to have these detectors in place, leaves his/her mission 
unfulfilled and that is life safety. Thousands of lives have been saved through public education and 
code requirements by requiring these $40 detectors, We should not turn back the hands of time and 
allow this legislation move forward, please defeat SB-86. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Richard Hart 

Director, Legislative and Political Affairs 

Uniformed Professional Firefighters Association 
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