
Dear Senator Cathy Osten, Representative Phil Miller, and members of the Planning anl
Development Committee,

I wish to express my support for Raised Bill No. 86 for the following reasonsl

Since 1984I have owned a 3 family apartment house in MysticiStonington. Like many
other people, these are small, owner operated businesses or as I like to call them, "mom
and pop" operations. My apartment house was an old farmhouse in Mystic that was
converted to a3 Family by a prominent Mystic builder in 1968. At the time he met all
building codes in the conversion.

In July, 2015I received a letter from the Mystic Fire Department requesting an

Inspection, citing Section 29-305 of the CGS. According to the letter, this statue requires
all buildings and facilities of public service to be inspected at least once ayear and that l
Families are included in this requirement. I have to say, I have owned this property sincr
1984 and have never had an inspection or even had a request for one. With me present,

the Fire Department came, inspected and later issued a 12 page report which told me I
had37 days in which to comply. As a side note, I want to say that the Mystic Fire
Department has been very helpful to me in working out these issues and I do not want to
cause them any harm.

After reviewing my report with an Architect, Attorney and several friends who also owrr

3 Families in the Mystic area I came to the following conclusions concerning the report
attached. Although I have smoke detectors/carbon monoxide detectors and fire
extinguishers in each apartment and in the basement the code says I need to have a

"special" fire extinguisher, one that is refilled and tagged every year versus the ones mcst
of us have in our own homes. I removed the fire/smoke detector from the basement

ceiling to the top of the stairs, away from the boiler and electrical boxes, in order to
comply with this report. I am currently having an electrician give me a price so that I can

comply with numbers 5, 6, and 12.

However, to comply with the rest of these requirements presents an undue hardship not
only on me but on the owners of all 3 families, especially those historic houses that werr:

converted to 3 family houses years ago. As an example, to replace the 4 doors in the
common stairway (number 3) would be approximately $4,000., exclusive of installation,
hardware and painting. No. 1 of the report says that I need to replace all the windows in
my Historic Victorian house because they do not meet the current fire code.

No. 11 of the report says my 3'd floor door swings out over the stairs. In order to compll'
with that request I would have to do major renovations to the house, change the fagade of
the house and spend thousands of dollars. Lastly, number 13 would require me to either'

build enclosures around my laundry area-which I offer as a free service to all the tenant:;-

and boiler or provide sprinklers.



This is a small house, typical of most houses with basements with a boiler and
washer/dryer, not a major apartment complex with multiple boilers and laundry facilitie;.
If I added sprinklers I would then have to comply with the new sprinkler regulations that
were passed next year requiring me to put notice of sprinklers in use in all leases.

To Make a long story short, not only would it be extremely difficult for me to comply
with these requirements, it would create a financial hardship for me. At this point I woud
either have to take a unit out of service, as one of my friends has done, which would
displace a tenant and reduce the value of my property. If I chose this option I along with
many of my friends will be going to the town Assessors to reduce the assessments of ou:
properties which will in turn reduce the tax monies the towns receive. If I chose to sell
my property I would have to disclose the report, which would reduce the selling price.
Although this black cloud hangs over the owners of 3 families in Mystic/Stonington, the
irony of the situation is that not all town fire departments inspect properties so 3 familier;
in Towns that have not had Inspections have "dodged the bullet", so to speak.

My 3 Family is required to meet the same Fire Regulations as large apartment complexr:s
with hundreds of tenants and I feel this is unfair. This regulation/statute groups large
apartment houses, high rises and tenements with small, three family buildings. People
who rely on the income from these small rentals for their retirement are being done a
great injustice. As a small business owner and widow I have include my rental income ilr
my retirement plan. If forced to comply with this regulations I would suffer a severe
economic hit to my retirement plans. I am not a I per center but am similar to many othe r
middle class people who purchased a 3 family building to help supplement their
retirement income.

I am asking all of you to help the owners of 3 family buildings by correcting this problern
that affects many of your constituents. I would like you to pass this bill which would
exempt 1-3 families from all these regulations.

I would be willing to meet with any or all of you to discuss this problem so that we may
work this year towards a satisfactory solution for all.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerelv.

-\n";."d"-Amanda Blair
38-1 Buttonball Road
Old Lyme, CT 06371
860-334-s236
February 78,2016
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MYSTIC, Office of the Fire Marshal

CONNECTICUT STATE FIRE SAFETY CODE

ABATEMENT ORDER OF FIRE/ LIFE SAFETY HAZARDS

Occupancy:

30 School Street

30 School St

Mystic, CT 06355

Owner:

Amanda Blair

38-1 Buttonball Road

Old Lyme, CT 06371

lnspeclion Date:
Au:lus!_17.2_015

On August 17,2015 an inspection was conducted of the premises located at:

30 School St., MYstic, CT 06355

for the purposes of determining compliance with the Connecticut Fire Safety Code and the applicable standard;, ac opted

pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes 2g-Zg2 and 29-293 The Code and said standards are available fo|rour inspection

at this Office.

The violations of the Code found on the date of inspection are listed on the atta;hed inspection reoort.

you are nereby orciered to take proper ccrrrective action to remove or remedy all listed violations within thitty (3C) drlys from the

day this Noiice is received, unless otherwise noted on the attached inspection report.

lf you believe that compliance with the Code will pose an unreasonable hardship, and that alternative methods of a':hieving

an equivalent level of life safety could be attained, you may request, in writing. a modification of the requiremetrts ol'said Code

as ouilined in Connecticut General Statutes 29-296. lf you believe compliance will take more time than that sp:cified, you may

request an extension of time priorto the expiration of the thirly (30) day period unless otherwise noted on the rtttacned

inspection report. Sample foims for your application for modification and extension of time for compliance are available from

this Office. ln addrtion, you have the right to appeal this order pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes 29-301for a period

of not more than thirly (30) days from receipt.

plansl specifications for work to be done shall be submitted to this Office prior to the commencement of any cc nstrttction.

This review of all plans/ specificatrons would avoid unecessary expense that could result from non-complying- 5llgnf;es Please

note that the correctron oi certain violations may require proper permits and approval from the City Building Of icial and other

agencies prior to any construction.

Ihls is the only order you will receive.This office will conduct a re-inspection of the premises to determine r:om5rliance

with this order after the expiration of the thirty (30) day period or the time period specified on the attached insp :ctior report.
your failure to comply wrth thrs order within the time perrod specified as determined by said re-inspection cons itutes your

failure to comply wittr the Connecticut Fire Safety Code which may subject you to criminal prosecution as pres':ribed by

Connecticut General Statutes 29-306 with penalties of a fine of not less than two hundred dollars ($200) nor rn3re tnan

one thousand dollars ($1 000) or imprisonment of up to six months or both. as prescribed in connecticut Genoral titatutes

29-295.
Non-compliance may also result in a civil proceeding against you as authorized in Connecticut General Statute s 29-309

This Office is looking foward to working with you in the interest of fire and life safety and awaits a timely respo lse l egarding

this matter.

Certified Mail Return ReceiPt #

Fire Marshal or Designee
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Town of Stonington, CT

Property Listing Report t{ap Block Lot 171-9-'19 000089m

Property lnformation

1091 ttlulTl HsEs I{DL{i t.:-\ot\sr^,f

Primary Construction Details

Report Created On gt26rmts



Town of Stonington, CT

Property Listing RePort
Map Block Lot 174-9-19

Prlmary Construction Detalls

Report Created On gt2S/20{s



Town of Stonington, CT

Property Listing Report illap Block Lot 174-9-19

ValUatiOn SUmmary (Assessed vah'F. = 70o/o of Appraised value) Outbuilding and Extra ltems

Item Appraised Assessed

Buildings 232ffi 162800

Extras 0 0

Outbuildings 700 500

Land 135200 9/t80O

Total 368,fdt 257900

Sub Areas

Subarea Type Gro$ Arca lsq ft) Llving Arca (sq ft)

Upper Story, Flnished 9{X' $0

Fiet Floor 914 914

Porch, Open t103 0

Basement Unfinlehed 914 0

Thr€e Quarter Story 900 720

Deck, Wood 162 0

Total Area 4193 253/t

Sales History
Owner of Record BooU Page Sale Oate

TYLER HAROLD H

ALLEN ATIANDA CLARK

BLAIR ATANDA ALLEN

1ffir283

248/ 538

6581 359

8/19/1966

,ffi0/1984

7t11t2fit9

Report Created On UZ6/m16


