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The Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments (NECCOG) is in opposition to 
Raised Bill 5178, An Act Concerning the Licensing of Dogs.   

NECCOG operates a regional animal services program covering 11 of our 16 member towns.  
Each year we deal with hundreds of dogs - many of which are not licensed and not 
vaccinated for rabies.  In many cases, due to some form of exposure by an unvaccinated 
dog the dog is subject to quarantine - which s not a good situation for the people exposed to 
such a dog or the dog  itself.   

Our reason for this opposition is that the proposed change from annual licensing to every 
three years will compromise public health as it relates specifically to the control of Rabies.  A 
dog first receives a one year rabies vaccination and then a three year  booster can be given - 
although some dog owners miss the booster and end up with a series of on-year 
vaccinations. The annual licensing, predicated on a current rabies vaccination, allows for the 
proper monitoring of dogs and the protection of people from exposure to rabies.  The 
potential efficiencies of moving to a three-year licensing cycle do not, in our view, out-weigh 
the current benefits of protecting dogs and people from rabies. 

Thank you for your consideration of our views.  Please do not hesitate to contact us should 
you need more information.  

__________________ 
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John Filchak, Executive Director 
john.filchak@neccog.org 
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