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Esteemed members of the Committee, 

My name is Cheryl Gagnon and I am the Animal Control Officer for the Town Of Cromwell and 

have been for the last 17 years.  I am writing to you today Against HB 5178. 

The purpose of licensing dogs in the state of Connecticut is for the control of Rabies.  Current 

State Statute specifically states that all dogs over the age of 6 months must be licensed in the 

town that they reside in, and in order to license said dog you must provide a current rabies 

vaccination certificate to the town clerk’s office.  This ensures that dogs stay current on rabies 

vaccination in the event that they are exposed to another rabid animal.   

Currently dog licenses are purchased on a yearly basis with renewal of said license being in June 

of each year.  Said license is good for one Fiscal year.  The reasoning behind this is that rabies 

vaccinations are either for one year or three years.  If a responsible dog owner keeps their dogs 

rabies vaccination current at all times after the initial one year vaccination they will receive a 

three year vaccination.  But failure to keep current on the vaccine or keep proper records the dog 

will revert back to receiving a one year vaccine.  So by issuing a one year license ensures that 

dogs stay current on their vaccine. 

There is no way to track a rabies vaccine if a dog license is issued for three years.  A dog could 

possibly have a rabies vaccine that expires a few months after the license is issued and that dog 

could potentially be Unvaccinated for over two years. 

Keeping the current system of licensing of dogs on a yearly basis creates a state wide uniform 

practice of dog licensing.  I again ask you to vote Against HB 5178. 

Respectfully, 

 

Cheryl L. Gagnon 

Animal Control Officer 

Town of Cromwell 

 


