Rhonda Defelice
115 Rosweood Ave
New Haven, CT

March 3, 2016
Members of the Labor and Public Employees Committee,

My name is Rhonda Defelice and | work providing direct care to people with developmental
disabilities. | am here to urge you to support Bill #5370, An Act Increasing the Minimum Fair

Wage.

| work at Oak Hill School, a private-provider that receives state funding to run group homes and
day programs for people with developmental disabilities across the state.

Direct care workers are paid less than $15 an hour, and even after many years on the job we
don't make much more that. Even with 14 years of experience, | am not paid enough to support
my family. | had to go out and get another full-time job, so | now work 2 full time jobs. This
means | don’t get to spend time with my medically sick child. | have to work twice as hard to
make money to keep up with his co-pays and other expenses.

By setting the minimum fair wage at $15 an hour for all workers in all kinds of jobs, that would
help raise everyone up so we wouldn’t need to work long hours to make ends meet and we

could spend valuable time with our families.

Thank you.



