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TESTIMONY	OF	THE	CONNECTICUT	JUVENILE	JUSTICE	ALLIANCE	
FOR	THE	COMMITTEE	ON	CHILDREN	

FEBRUARY	23,	2016	
IN	SUPPORT	OF:	

RAISED	S.B.	NO.	180	AN	ACT	CONCERNING	PERMANENCY	HEARINGS,	YOUTH	
ADVISORY	COUNCILS	AND	FOSTER	FAMILIES	

	
Senator	Bartolomeo,	Representative	Urban	and	members	of	the	Children’s	
Committee:	My	name	is	Mallory	LaPierre;	I	am	the	policy	associate	of	the	
Connecticut	Juvenile	Justice	Alliance.	The	Alliance	is	a	statewide	public	policy	and	
advocacy	organization	dedicated	to	stopping	the	criminalization	of	Connecticut’s	
children.	We	believe	in	prevention	to	keep	children	from	entering	the	system,	and	
best	practice	and	policy	to	ensure	that	children	who	do	enter	the	system	are	treated	
safely,	fairly,	and	effectively	so	they	can	succeed.	
	
In	alignment	with	that	mission,	the	Alliance	is	in	favor	of	Raised	Bill	180,	An	Act	
Concerning	Permanency	Hearings,	Youth	Advisory	Councils	And	Foster	Families.	
The	bill	aims	to	increase	opportunities	for	youth	in	DCF	care	to	have	their	voices	
heard,	including	through	the	creation	of	youth	councils	in	congregate	care	
programs.	

Currently	the	Alliance	is	working	to	more	intentionally	elevate	the	voices	of	youth	in	
the	juvenile	justice	system,	and	girls	in	particular.	Because	girls	make	up	such	a	
small	portion	of	that	system,	their	needs,	which	are	unique	from	boys,	are	often	
overlooked	and	their	voices	silenced.	The	Alliance	recognizes	the	importance	of	
empowering	both	girls	and	boys	to	advocate	for	themselves,	and	this	bill	would	help	
ensure	that	happens.	

As	of	now	there	is	no	formal	mechanism	for	girls	and	boys	in	DCF’s	residential	
facilities	to	share	their	frustrations	and	grievances	as	a	means	to	resolution.	
Creating	youth	councils	in	these	facilities	will	enable	youth	to	have	input	in	their	
treatment,	living	conditions,	and	daily	decisions.	The	councils	can	create	leadership	
opportunities	for	residents,	allow	for	grievances	to	be	addressed,	encourage	more	
productive	resident/staff	relationships,	and	build	transferable	skills	for	youth	on	
how	to	effectively	present	their	views,	participate	in	formal	meetings,	and	advocate	
for	resolution.		

Furthermore,	recent	research	shows	that	when	young	people	perceive	and	
experience	the	juvenile	justice	system	as	fair	and	respectful	to	them,	they	gain	
respect	for	the	law	and	are	more	likely	to	comply	with	the	court’s	direction.1	
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Likewise,	soliciting	input	from	girls	and	boys	in	DCF	facilities	–	which	include	youth	
involved	in	both	the	child	welfare	and	juvenile	justice	systems	–	about	the	facilities’	
shortcomings	and	their	recommendations	for	improvement	will	make	them	feel	
heard	and	respected,	thus	increasing	their	own	estimation	of	the	system’s	fairness.	

We	know	that	youth	in	DCF’s	care	are	amongst	the	most	vulnerable	in	the	state.	
Ensuring	that	these	children	have	a	platform	to	speak	up	is	good	policy.	Thank	you	
for	the	opportunity	to	submit	this	testimony.	
	
Alliance	member	organizations:		
AFCAMP,	Center	for	Children’s	Advocacy,	Center	for	Effective	Practice	/	CHDI,	
Children’s	Mental	Health	Connecticut,	Connecticut	Legal	Services,	Connecticut	
Voices	for	Children,	Connecticut	Youth	Services	Association,	Community	Partners	in	
Action,	FAVOR,	LifeBridge,	Office	of	the	Chief	Public	Defender,	Office	of	the	Child	
Advocate,	RYASAP,	The	Tow	Foundation,	The	Village	for	Families	and	Children	
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