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Good Morning: | want to thank-you for the opportunity to provide
testimony on behalf of the Connecticut Nurses” Association (CNA). | am
Mary Jane Williams Ph.D., RN current chairperson of Government Relations
Committee for the Connecticut Nurses Association. | am a founding
member of the Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut and | am also a
founding member of the National Alliance of Nurses for Healthy

Environments and currently serve on the Steering Committee.

| speak in strong support of Raised Bill No.5139 AN Act Concerning The
Use of Recycled Tire Rubber At Municipal and Public School Playgrounds
As to date the science to support the safe utilization of “crumb turf” is
inconclusive and in its formative state. Due to the fact we do not have pure

sound research to date we need to be Proactive.

It is essential that we act now and prohibit the use of recycled rubber in any

area where it may impact the health and well being of the young citizens of



Connecticut. In this instance, as the science is new and we do not have
proof of no potential harm, we need to apply the precautionary principle.
Where an activity raises threats of harm to the environment or human
health, precautionary measures should be taken if some cause and effect
relationships are not fully established in science. (Wingspread Statement,
1998)

Many of the surrounding states have begun to gather data to address the
issue of “Crumb Turf.” | have included some of the information for your

review.

Therefore until we have proof of the safety of “crumb turf” | urge you to

support Raised Bill No.5139 AN Act Concerning The Use of Recycled Tire
Rubber At Municipal and Public School Playgrounds. This legislation will
prohibit the use of recycled until we have adequate information that it is

safe. This is a proactive initiative that will protect the health of our youth.

Thank you

Mary Jane M. Williams PhD., RN

Chair, Government Relation, Connecticut Nurses Association
Professor Emeritus Central Connecticut State University

Resources

http://www.epa.gov/chemical-research/tire-crumb-and-synthetic-turf-
field-literature-and-report-list-nov-2015

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/eode/turf report 05-08.pdf

http://www.state.nj.us/health/artificialturf/documents/lead in turf factsh
eet.pdf
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22355803
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